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he lent Stale Massacre:

Tension Between Protest and Authorily
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J l‘hc Kent State massacre on May 4, 1970 revealed a tragic

] failure to uphold the balance between the right to pm{c;l

| and the responsibility of authorities to respond ‘

appropriately. When Ohio National Guardsmen fired into a

| crow d of unarmed Vietnam War demonstrators, killing four

| students and wounding nine, it highlighted the ongoing
tension between citizens' rights to free speech and the
government’s responsibility to ensure public safety.
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| The Vietnam War began on November 1, 1955. The United
| States invaded Vietnam to prevent a communist takeover of
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Students gathered at Kent State to protest President Nixon'’s
'ambodia Campaign, and guards on campus.
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\rdsmen were called to Kent State Uni ity by

President Nixon to suppress anti-Vietnam War sentiment. «
When protestors refused to separate, the guardsmen shot tear

oas into the crowd. They used rifles to shoot towards groups

of demonstrators, killing four students and wounding
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] latlure to uphold the balance between the right to pmicu:i
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! In 1964. Vietnam War protests began. Men were afraid of
8 beine drafted to war. Protests were used to express

% dissatisfaction towards the draft and war.
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