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THESIS

The Black Death, or Great Mortality,
was a deadly medieval pandemic that killed
one third of the European population,
unsettling and shifting social roles
religious institutions and beliefs,

moral codes, and political authority.

OLE J@RGEN BENEDICTOW

POLITICS

When plague struck England in 1348,
parliament was unable to meet due to the
sickness, and this weakened the government.
Armies experienced death and illness, and the
commoners’ trust in their leaders diminished,
leading to political radicalism and

xenophobic violence

“Thev sickened by the thousands daily, and died unattended and

without help.” Bocaccio, Decameron
I

The Black Death killed many who worked for

wealthy landowners, resulting in a shortage of

agricultural labor. As the remaining workers
became more valuable, they could bargain for
higher wages. Women were granted new

“u.ghe roads, in their fields or rights and roles outside of the home.

-

“They died, not lik#—

in their hows Qocaccio, Decameron



