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INTRODUCTORY READING "American Revolution." Gale Encyclopedia of U.S. Economic 
History. Ed. Thomas Carson and Mary Bonk. Detroit: Gale, 1999. Student Resources in Context.  
 
Adaptation  
 
The American Revolution was a war between Great Britain and 13 colonies it controlled in North America. 
The colonies wanted to be free from British rule. After the war, they became the United States of America. 

The colonists thought it was unfair to pay taxes to the British government when they had no say in it. They 
called this “taxation without representation.” When Britain raised taxes to help pay for the French and 
Indian War, many colonists got angry. They decided it was time to fight for their freedom. 

George Washington was chosen to lead the American army. At first, the army was small and not well-
trained. The soldiers were just volunteers. Many only stayed for a short time. There was no strong 
government to help them, and things were very hard. 

Still, the American army had some early wins. In 1775, they fought the British at Bunker Hill and Breed’s Hill 
in Massachusetts. In 1776, the British left Boston after pressure from the Americans. But then, the 
Americans lost some battles. The British took New York City. Washington and his troops had to run away. 

Later that year, Washington surprised the British by crossing the icy Delaware River. He won battles in New 
Jersey at Trenton and Princeton. These wins gave the soldiers hope. 

Even though they had some victories, things were still tough. In the winter of 1777, the army stayed at a 
place called Valley Forge in Pennsylvania. It was very cold. Many soldiers got sick or died. Some went 
home and didn’t come back. But in the spring, things got better. A man named Baron von Steuben helped 
train the army. The soldiers became stronger and better prepared. 

Another big win came at the Battle of Saratoga. This victory helped convince France to help the Americans. 
In 1781, American and French soldiers worked together to trap the British at Yorktown, Virginia. The British 
general, Lord Cornwallis, had to surrender. 

After this, the colonies had won. They were now free and independent. 
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Document 1 - Plan of the Battle of Brooklyn. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
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1. What is the title of this map? What is the subtitle? (Hint: look underneath the title). 

 

 

 

 

2. Find the position of the British Army from August 22nd to 26th and circle it. What is it near? 
(Hint: use the compass rose to help you! “The British Army was north/south/east/west of…”) 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Where did the British march on August 26th and 27th? (Hint: “They marched from…to…”  

 

 

 

 

 

4. What names on the map are still names of places in Brooklyn? Do you see any that have 
changed? 

 

 

 

 

Document 1 - Plan of the Battle of Brooklyn. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
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Document 2 - Chadwick, John W. “The Battle of Long Island.” Harpers Magazine August 1876: 345. 
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1. Find Lord Stirling in the picture and circle him. How do you know it's him? 
 

 

 

 

 

2. Where did the retreat shown in this picture take place? Write the name of the place below. 
Then, go back to the map (Document 1) and circle where you think it is. (Hint: it is not labeled, 
so use clues on the map to make a good guess.) 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Once you’ve found the Gowanus Swamp on the map, name two safe places the American 
soldiers could have run away to.  

 

 

 

 

 

4. What year was this image originally published? Why is this date important? 

 

 

 

 

Document 2 - Chadwick, John W. “The Battle of Long Island.” Harpers Magazine August 1876: 345. 
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Document 3 - Brainard, George Bradford. The Old Stone House. 187-?. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
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1. Make three observations about the Old Stone House in Document 3: 
 

 

 

 

 

2. Find two differences between the photographs in Document 3: 

 

 

 

 

3. The Old Stone House (shown here) was used as a temporary headquarters for British officers. 
It was also the scene of a tense battle where American troops from Maryland charged into an 
overwhelming group of British soldiers and mercenaries. Though most of the American troops 
died in battle, their sacrifice helped delay the British and let Washington escape to 
Manhattan. Imagine you’re a soldier with the Maryland 400. Describe how you’re feeling right 
before battle: 

 
 

 

 

 

4. What time of year does is appear to be in the photographs? List three pieces of evidence to 
support your claim. 
 

 

 

 

Document 3 - Brainard, George Bradford. The Old Stone House. 187-?. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
 



10 
 

 
  

Document 4 - Washington, George. Letter to General Schuyler. 24 Aug. 1776. Memoirs of the 
Long Island Historical Society. Vol. II. Brooklyn: Long Island Historical Society, 1869. 363-64. 
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1. What happened on Wednesday night and Thursday morning? Be specific. 
 

 

 

 

 

2. Washington describes “some skirmishing” between two groups. Who are the two groups? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Which group had a post at Judge Lefferts’ house? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Describe what happened at Judge Lefferts’ House. Who do you think “won” the fight? 
 

 

 

 

 

Document 4 - Washington, George. Letter to General Schuyler. 24 Aug. 1776. Memoirs of the 
Long Island Historical Society. Vol. II. Brooklyn: Long Island Historical Society, 1869. 363-64. 
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Document 5 - “The Suydam House.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1946. 
  



 
13

1. Where was The Suydam House located? When was it built? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Who occupied the house during the Revolution? Do you think this group was on the side of 
the British or the Americans? Explain your answer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Make two claims about life during the 1700’s based on your observations of this drawing. 
 

 

 

 

 

4. Analyze the citation for this drawing. Why do you think this house was featured in the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle in 1946? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Document 5 - “The Suydam House.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1946. 
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Document 6A - Print of the Fulton Ferry. No Date. The Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 
 

Document 6B - Battle of Brooklyn Stamp. 1951. Smithsonian National Postal Museum, Washington, DC. By 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 
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1. Observe the scene in Document 6A. Describe what you think life was like for the people in 
this image. 
 

 

 

 

 

2. Identify two similarities and two differences between Document 6A and Document 6B: 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The caption in Document 6B reads “Washington saves his army at Brooklyn.” How did he 
save his army? (HINT: What are the soldiers doing?) Use evidence from the image to support 
your answer. 
 

 

 

 

 

4. What kind of document is Document 6B (photograph, drawing, newspaper article, something 
else)? Why do you think this image is shown this way? 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Document 6A - Print of the Fulton Ferry. No Date. The Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library. 

Document 6B - Battle of Brooklyn Stamp. 1951. Smithsonian National Postal Museum, Washington, DC. By 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 
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Document 7 - “The Hell.” Courtesy of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
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1. What is the Wallabout Bay called today? 
 

 

 

 

 

2. What was the HMS Jersey’s nickname? Who came up with the name? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What can we learn from Document 7 about what life was like on the Jersey prison ship? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Why do you think the British held their American prisoners on sea rather than on land? List 
two possible reasons: 

 

 

 

 

 
  Document 7 - “The Hell.” Courtesy of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
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Document 8 - Account of the Massacre by a British Officer. 3 Sep. 1776. 
Memoirs of the Long Island Historical Society. Vol. II. Brooklyn: Long Island Historical Society, 1869. 402-03 
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1. Is the person who wrote Document 8 American or British? How do you know? 
 

 

 

 

 

2. What event is the officer describing in his letter? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Describe the officer’s reaction to the situation. How does he seem to feel about the event? 
Give two examples to support your claim. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Imagine a letter written from the point of view of his opponent in the battle. Write three 
sentences of that letter here: 

 

 

 

 

 
  Document 8 - Account of the Massacre by a British Officer. 3 Sep. 1776. 

Memoirs of the Long Island Historical Society. Vol. II. Brooklyn: Long Island Historical Society, 1869. 402-03 
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Document 9 - “Prison Ship Martyr’s Monument.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1936-1949. 

Caption: "The monument, a stately granite shaft ... was constructed in 1908, from plans by 
architect Stanford White, as a memorial to more than 1,200 Revolutionary patriots who died on 
board the British prison ships anchored in Wallabout Bay and whose bones are now preserved in 
a vault at its base."  
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Document 10 - “Martyrs: The Men who Died in the Prison Ships.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 22 January 1877: 4. 
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1. Make three observations about the monument in Document 9. Why do you think it was 
designed to look this way? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Explain why the American prisoners who died on the prison ships are being remembered as 
“martyrs” in Document 10. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the author of Document 10 arguing for in Congress? 

 

 

 

 

4. On what date was this article written? Why is this date important? (Hint: how long is a 
century?). 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Document 9 - “Martyrs: The Men who Died in the Prison Ships.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 22 January 1877: 4. 
Document 10 - “Prison Ship Martyr’s Monument.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 1936-1949. 
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GLOSSARY 
 
Colonies: areas ruled by another country 

Colonists: people living in the colonies 

French and Indian War: a war between Britain and France in North America 

General: high-rn 

Inference: a guess backed up by fact and knowledge 

Martyr: someone who sacrifices everything for a cause or belief 

Mercenary: a solider hired to serve in a foreign army 

Pacific:  peaceful; calm 

Post: a position from which to look out for enemies or seek safety 

Retreat: to move back; to withdraw 

Skirmish: a fight or battle  

Subordination:  the act of placing in a lower rank or position 

Surrender: to stop fighting and give up 

Taxes: money people must pay to the government 

 

 

 


