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INTRODUCTORY READING 

Jackson, Kenneth, ed. “Brooklyn Navy Yard.” The Encyclopedia of New York City. New 
Haven: Yale University Press. 2010. Print. 

 
ADAPTATION 

 
The Brooklyn Navy Yard is a shipyard on the East River at Wallabout Bay, officially 

known as the New York Naval Shipyard. The purchase of the land was authorized in 
1800 by Secretary of the Navy Benjamin Stoddart. In early years the shipyard fitted out 

ships for ventures against Caribbean and Barbary pirates and during the war of 1812 

readied more than 100 vessels for raids of British merchant shipping. During the 
Civil War more than 6000 workers built 16 vessels, converted more than 400 merchant 

and private ships to naval service, and fitted out the ironclad Monitor. The USS Arizona 
and six other battleships were built between 1906 and 1926, and in 1918 employment 

at the shipyard reached 18,000. 
 

During WWII the Brooklyn Navy Yard was the largest naval construction facility in the 
United States. Among the vessels completed there were the Missouri (45,000 tons), on 

the decks of which WWII officially ended on 2 September 19545. More than 71,000 
men and women worked in shifts around the clock by 1944; in addition to battleships 

they built aircraft carriers and auxiliary vessels, repaired more than 5000 ships, and 
converted another 250. It was the largest industrial center in the navy, as well as the 

largest employer in New York State.  
 

By 1965 fewer than 7000 men and women worked at the shipyard. In 1966 Secretary 
of Defense Robert McNamara closed the facility as part of a nationwide base closing 

initiative. In the following year New York City purchased 260 acres at the site, which 

was reopened as an industrial park in 1971.  
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Document 1: Desk Atlas Borough of Brooklyn. Vol. 1. New York City: E. Belcher Hyde Map, 1929. 147. 
Print.  
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1. What two bodies of water are shown on the desk atlas map? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think the Navy Yard was built in that particular location? 

 

 

 

 

3. What different shapes do you see within the atlas page? What do you think those shapes 
represent? 

 

 

 

 

4. List three ships created at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. (Go back to your introductory reading). 
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DOCUMENT 2:  The New York Navy Yard Shipworker.  New York: 20 March 1945.  
Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Collection.  
 
The Shipworker was a weekly publication the put out for the Brooklyn Navy Yard workers.  The 
first issue in November 1941 coincided with an influx of workers.  Inside the paper, there were 
pictures and stories of yard people and events along with editorials that stressed the values or 
responsibility and teamwork. 
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1.   Look at Document 2. What was the purpose of the Shipworker newsletter? 

 

 

 

2. What does the Rear Admiral urge employees to do?  Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. As of March 1945, how was the Navy’s death toll reported?  Why is that significant?   

 

 

 

 

 

4. What was the purpose of the Navy Yard’s Brooklyn Daily Eagle exhibition? 
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DOCUMENT 3: “6,600 More Seek Jobs at Navy Yard.” The New York Times. 24 May 
1940. 
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1. Read Document 3. Why were so many people looking for work?   

 

 

 

 

2. Why was the navy hiring? 

 

 

 

3. How many people applied for work?  How many people did the navy need to hire? 

 

 

 

4. Why were the Brooklyn Navy Yard officials not happy with the applicants?  Who were they 
looking to hire? 

 

 

 

 

5. What do you think the difference is between a skilled job and an unskilled job? Give an example of both. 
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Document 4 – “First Women Hired in Navy Yard Shops. Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 
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1. Read Document 4. 	In three to four sentences, summarize the article. 

 

 

 

 

2. How many women applied for jobs?  How many were qualified? How many were hired? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What were some jobs women would be doing in the Yard?  Why are the rules important? 

 

 

 

 

4. Why do you think the fact that women were working at the Navy Yard was so significant? 
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DOCUMENT 5: “First day of work for women at the Navy Yard.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 14 Sept 
1942. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library 
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1. Why was it necessary to hire women at the Navy Yard? 

 

 

 

 

2. If you were a young woman recently hired at the Navy Yard, how might you have felt on your 
first day? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. Look at the gate and the sign that says, “Open your packages—Show your badges.”  Why do 
you think there was so much security at the Navy Yard? 
 

 

 

 

 

4. What do you think were some obstacles women might have faced while working in the yard? 
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Document 6 – “Women Help Build Carrier for Navy.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 
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1. Summarize the article in Document 6 in three to four sentences. 

 

 

 

 

2. Make five observations about the photograph in Document 6. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Infer – what do you think the women were building? Why do you think that? 

 

 

 

4. What does the sentence, “If the present acute manpower shortage continues…the scope of 
their activities may be widened” mean? 

 

 

 

 

5. According to the article, what type of woman typically applied to work in the Navy Yard?   
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Document 7. Navy Department. USS Arizona, Battleship. 27 Oct 1944. Brooklyn Collection, 
Brooklyn Public Library 
 
  



The Brooklyn Navy Yard & World War II Primary Source Packet 
 

1. According to Document 7, what happened to the USS Arizona on December 7, 1941?   

 

 

 

 

 

2. What damage was caused as a result of the attack on December 7, 1941? 

 

 

 

 

3. Where is Pearl Harbor? Why do you think the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor? 

 

 

 

4.   	When was the USS Arizona commissioned? What war was taking place when the ship was 
built? 
 
 

 

 

5. 	The attack on Pearl Harbor was a monumental event in American history. What other events 
might compare? Why do you think that? 
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Document 8: “War Comes to an End.”  
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1. According to Document 8, what happened onboard the USS Missouri?   

 

 

 

 

2. According to Document 8, when did Japan officially surrender? 

 

 

3. Why do you think the formal surrender happened on a battleship and not on land? 

 

 

 

 

4.    	In MacArthur’s speech, what good did he hope would come from the war? 
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DOCUMENT 9: “USS Missouri.” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 27 Oct 1948. Brooklyn Collection,  
Brooklyn Public Library. 
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1. Look at Document 9. 	Describe the ship. 

 

 

 

 

2. Where do you think this photograph was taken?  Why do you think that? 

 

 

 

 

3. Imagine you were standing on the shore and saw this battleship sail by. Describe how you 
might feel? 
 

 

 

 

4. Why is the USS Missouri not only important to the history of Brooklyn, but for the United States 
as well? 
 

 

 

 

 

 



The Brooklyn Navy Yard & World War II Primary Source Packet 
 

 
 
 
  

Document 10 – Staging Area - Brooklyn.  New York: Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 1945. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public 
Library. 
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1. Read Document 10. What was built at the Navy Yard? Be specific. 

 

 

 

2. How many people were employed in the Yard at its peak?  How much did that cost the Yard? 

 

 

3. Why did demands for more “manpower” increase in the early part of 1945? 

 

 

 

4. What did it mean to win an “E” award? 

 

 

 

5. DOCUMENT 10 is a secondary source. What information did you learn that you did not learn 
from the primary sources in the packet? 

 

 

 

What information did you get from the primary sources that you did not get from the secondary 
source? 
 

 



The Brooklyn Navy Yard & World War II Primary Source Packet 
 

GLOSSARY 
 
Artisan – a skilled craftsman  

Barbary pirates – North African pirates  

Influx – a great mass arriving  

Initiative – an introductory step  

Ironclad – a ship with a hull (or body) made of iron, as opposed to wood  

Merchant – a trader who sells things produced by others 

Raid – to attack  

Vessel – a ship  

 

 


