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Letter from the Editors

Dear Reader, 

Justice Initiatives at Brooklyn Public Library is thrilled to bring you 
Issue #7 of Bridges, a zine for our incarcerated neighbors throughout 
New York. In these pages, you’ll discover seven carefully selected 
pieces of writing and artwork, spanning a variety of genres and 
forms, created by writers and artists inside. You’ll also find updates 
on important news and current events. As many of you are aware, 
Robert Brooks and Messiah Nantwi recently lost their lives at the 
hands of Marcy and Mid-State prison guards and at least six other 
incarcerated individuals died during doccs unlawful strike. We 
understand how deeply affecting this news might be and encourage 
you to reach out if you need any help identifying resources to take 
care of your emotional and mental well-being. In response, we’ve 
included information on the newly proposed mandates for Marcy 
and other doccs facilities as well as the continued suspension of 
the Humane Alternatives to Long-Term Solitary Confinement Act 
(halt). You’ll also find a briefing on the federal oversight ruling at 
Rikers, along with details about the NYC Fair Chance for Housing 
Act. Finally, we’ve included information on how to access resources, 
such as our TeleStory and Welcome Home programs, and of course, 
a great crossword puzzle. 

We begin our Writing & Art section with Reginald Stephens’s essay, 
Unlikely Sanctuary, a prelude to his memoir-in-progress that explores 
his radical acceptance of selfhood and circumstances within the 
confines of a cell. In an excerpt from Quentin Lewis’s novel, we 
meet Knowledge, a thirteen-year-old whose big win at the tables 
commences a bold coming-of-age journey. Anthony Rodriguez’s 
short story, Mr. Contrari The Contrarian, follows the narrator’s 
encounter with Henry Contrari, an unusual character who dives 
into a profound exploration of family history and personal agency. 
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In his poem Prison Does (A Poem for Safira), Raymond A. Rasheed 
Wallace maps a revolutionary spirit that confronts the psychological 
and structural violence of incarceration, a message further 
pronounced by Gary “C.t.” Carpenter’s powerful and incisive poem, 
AtticA. Interspersed are drawings by Dyego M. Foddrell and Errol 
G. Stephenson Jr. that complicate and deepen our understanding 
of resilience, autonomy, and resistance in the face of oppression—
central themes that resonate across all seven works presented in 
this issue of Bridges.  

We hope that you enjoy these pieces as much as we did when we 
read them. We also hope that they will inspire you in your own writing 
and creativity. If you have poetry, essays, short stories, scripts, or 
visual art that you would like to see in the pages of Bridges, we’d  
love to hear from you. Please see the following page for  
submission guidelines.

In solidarity, 
Justice Initiatives
at Brooklyn Public Library

We welcome your thoughts and feedback.  
Write to us anytime at:

Justice Initiatives—Bridges Zine 
Brooklyn Public Library, Outreach Services 
10 Grand Army Plaza
Brooklyn, NY 11238 

How to Submit Writing & Art

	▸ You may submit up to six poems, up to two essays or stories, 
or up to four pieces of visual art. 

	▸ Submissions can be typed or handwritten. Please keep a 
copy of your work and provide an address where we can 
reach you, including your legal name, ID number, and your 
pen name, if you want to use one.

	▸ Please specify if you would like your submission to be 
returned. If so, we will make every effort to either return your 
work to you or to an outside contact whose address must 
be provided. If you do not want your work to be returned or 
do not specify otherwise, we will archive your work at the 
library. 

	▸ Submission deadlines are rolling, but we anticipate 
publishing a total of two more issues in 2025. 

	▸ If selected, we will write to you within 4–6 months of 
submission to confirm acceptance and set up payment.  
We offer a $100 honorarium for each published artwork, 
poem, or work of fiction and nonfiction. Thank you so  
much in advance, we can’t wait to see your entries.

Send submissions to: 
Justice Initiatives—Bridges Zine 
Brooklyn Public Library, Outreach Services 
10 Grand Army Plaza
Brooklyn, NY 11238
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Welcome Home 
Reentry support through the library 

Welcome Home is a Justice Initiatives program here to provide you 
with comprehensive support as you navigate reentry. At the heart  
of Welcome Home are our Reentry Navigators, Paul Rivera and 
Donald Washington. Having both been through the system 
themselves, they know how overwhelming it can be to come home 
and use their own experiences and perspectives to help guide you 
through your own reentry journey. They’d love to connect with you 
ahead of your release and invite you to get in touch using the number 
or address below. 

When asked to describe the program, Paul shares that for formerly 
incarcerated New Yorkers, Welcome Home is not only “a main 
support program but a way to restore their humanity and bring them 
back into society. It helps by making individuals understand that 
they are not alone in the process and to give them a one-on-one 
personal approach to help navigate the system that has separated 
them for so long.”

“We help individuals navigate the systems and the bureaucracies 
they will face, moving forward,” Paul explains. “We teach 
participants how to make meetings, we attend meetings with them 
to show that they have a support system. This is what the Welcome 
Home program is about. What they learn from us are things that 
will continue to guide them and keep them on the path they seek 
for themselves. It is not something we do that is one and done, we 
make sure it is something that is continuous throughout.” 

“What makes Welcome Home special,” Donald adds, “is our focus on 
supporting patrons to achieve their goals. This is our primary focus. 
Our hope is that patrons walk away feeling empowered and capable.”  

“We are all committed to the work that we do,” says Paul, “in our  
culture, in our policies and procedures. It’s about giving community 
to one another, helping people join together in unity, I think there 
is strength in the way we work with each other within our team. 
We work with a sense of camaraderie, friendship and a common 
understanding that we are committed to the same cause, knowing 
that we are all working as one mind and one body as we help 
individuals not only restore their body but their minds upon 
returning to society. We hope to continue to expand the community 
one individual at a time.”
 
Who is Welcome Home for? 
The program is available to anyone directly impacted by the criminal 
legal system, from those arrested without charge to those who have 
been incarcerated for many years. People of all backgrounds, ages, 
abilities, and genders are invited to participate.

What services does Welcome Home provide?
	▸ one-on-one appointments with Reentry Navigators to help 

you identify your needs and goals and map out your reentry 
journey

	▸ guidance on housing, health, reconnecting with loved ones  
and more

	▸ monthly dinners where you can join a supportive community 
of peers and share resources

	▸ connections to free library services, local groups and the 
compassionate, dignified help you deserve

Call 929.561.9789 for more information about Welcome Home  
or write to us at:

Welcome Home
C/O Outreach Services
Brooklyn Public Library
10 Grand Army Plaza
Brooklyn, NY 11238
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 Telestory 

 
If you are in one of the following facilities and you have family in 
New York City, you may be eligible to join Brooklyn Public Library’s 
TeleStory program: 

	▸ Altona 
	▸ Cayuga 
	▸ Elmira 
	▸ Fishkill
	▸ Franklin 
	▸ Mid-State 
	▸ Riverview 
	▸ Ulster 
	▸ Washington 
	▸ Wende 

 
TeleStory allows families to make free video calls to incarcerated 
loved ones from the comfort and convenience of a Brooklyn 
Public Library (bpl) branch. The program is made available as a 
supplement to in-person visits.  
 
Please note:

	▸ Video calls are for 60 minutes 
	▸ Family members must be approved by doccs 
	▸ Video calls are by appointment only 
	▸ Family members must show identification 
	▸ Video calls are a supplement to—not a replacement for—  

in-person visits. 
 
Please contact your Offender Rehabilitation Coordinator (orc) for 
more information. To apply, request an application from your orc  
or call bpl at 718.916.9408. 

Video calls through the library.
News & Current Events

New Mandates at Marcy & doccs facilities
A number of new policies have been implemented or proposed at 
Marcy and all doccs facilities since December 2024.

Marcy Correctional Facility:
	▸ Employee Termination: doccs Commissioner Daniel F. 

Martuscello announced that he has begun the termination 
process for all staff involved in the killing of Robert Brooks, 
but there have been no updates since December. 

	▸ New Superintendent: Bennie Thorpe has replaced former 
superintendent Danielle Medbury.

All doccs Facilities:
	▸ Body-worn camera policy: Correction Officers are required 

to have their body cameras activated and on at any time they 
are engaging directly with you.

	▸ Surveillance cameras: Governor Kathy Hochul has included 
$400 million towards the installation of fixed surveillance 
cameras at all doccs facilities in her proposed budget, 
which will be finalized with lawmakers by April 1, 2025.

	▸ Office of Special Investigations: Governor Hochul has 
also proposed adding doccs staff to the Office of Special 
Investigations and expanding the whistleblower hotline 
in the state budget to more effectively facilitate your 
anonymous tips.

	▸ Correctional Association of New York: $2 million has been 
proposed in the state budget for cany to expand their ability 
to provide independent monitoring and oversight of New 
York state prisons. 
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Federal Oversight at Rikers

On May 13th, 2025, federal judge, Laura Taylor Swain, removed 
Rikers Island from the city’s control and appointed an outside 
official—known as a “remediation manager”—to make major 
decisions regarding Riker’s jails and work with the correction 
commissioner to develop a plan for improvement. We’ll walk you 
through some frequently asked questions and what this could mean 
for those of you at Rikers currently reading this. 
   
What is a remediation manager & who will Judge Swain appoint? 
The remediation manager is for all intents and purposes a receiver, 
an external independent authority appointed by the court to manage 
a failing institution. Judge Swain will determine the extent of control 
the remediation manager will have over Rikers—their power could be 
all-encompassing, allowing them to hire and assign staff, negotiate 
contracts, determine money allocation, and could usurp the 
authority of unions representing correction officers. The remediation 
manager would return power back to the city once conditions have 
improved to meet the court’s standards. Importantly, a remediation 
manager operates outside the politics and power structure of 
commissioners, the City Council, and the correction officers’ union, 
allowing them to make more sweeping reforms. 
 
Judge Swain ordered plaintiffs (Legal Aid Society) and the city 
government (doccs) to propose four candidates each for the 
position by August 29, from which she will ultimately choose  
whom to appoint. 
  
What led us here?  
In 2015, the city settled a class-action lawsuit filed by the Legal 
Aid Society and private law firms, over the abuses in the city’s 
jails, including Rikers. Part of the settlement included appointing 
an independent monitor, Steve J. Martin, who has since noticed 
worsening conditions at Rikers, despite many chances given to 

fix the widespread violence. In July 2023, Martin asked Judge 
Swain to consider finding the city in contempt followed by a call 
from Manhattan’s top federal prosecutor, Damian Williams, for an 
independent authority to take over the jail from the city.  
 
Isn’t Rikers set to close in 2027?  
The city announced in 2024 that they would not be able to meet the 
legally mandated deadline to close Rikers by 2027 and replace it 
with four smaller inland city jails. Regardless, Judge Swain will have 
to determine the improvements that need to be made before control 
could go back to the city.  
  
Stay tuned for more news, including who Judge Swain appoints as 
remediation manager and their plans for Rikers, in our forthcoming 
issues.  
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Suspension of halt Solitary Confinement Act

On February 27, 2025 the Humane Alternatives to Long-Term Solitary 
Confinement Act (halt) was suspended in an agreement between 
Kathy Hochul and the union representing doccs workers, the New 
York State Correctional Officers and Police Benevolent Association 
(nyscopba), after New York state prison guards went on strike 
from February 17 to March 10. Passed in 2022 after an intense 
grassroots campaign, the halt Act limits the time an incarcerated 
person can spend in solitary, provides a process for disputing one's 
isolation, and does not allow for the use of solitary on people who 
are disabled, pregnant, under twenty-one, or over fifty-five years 
old. While there have been multiple reports of the halt Act being 
insufficiently implemented before its suspension, the threat the law 
poses the prison system's balance of power made its suspension 
one of the primary demands for striking guards. 
 
The suspension was due to expire in May, 90 days after its 
implementation, but prison guards continue to carry out its 
suspension. The Legal Aid Society filed a lawsuit challenging doccs 
“far-reaching and unlawful rollback of halt.” The case is ongoing, 
and we’ll keep you updated in our forthcoming issues. 

New York City Fair Chance for Housing Act

The Fair Chance for Housing Act went into effect on January 1st, 
2025 with the intention of protecting your right to find a home in the 
city if you have a criminal record. It is now illegal for NYC housing 
providers to consider felony convictions older than 5 years and 
misdemeanor convictions older than 3 years when deciding on 
a tenant or buyer’s housing application. Housing providers who 
use criminal background checks can only do so after reviewing 
the tenant or buyer’s general eligibility and making a conditional 
offer—housing providers can review felony convictions within 
5 years, misdemeanors within 3 years, and sex offenses during 
their background check. If the housing provider wants to revoke 
a housing offer after such a check they must follow the notice and 
process requirements of the Fair Chance Act.
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Book fair on the steps of Brooklyn Public Library’s Central Library as part of 
the Crown Heights Cultural Festival, 1971. Source: Brooklyn Public Library,  
Center for Brooklyn History.
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On Your Marks Kate Chin Park
Difficulty: Medium

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18
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22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44

45 46 47 48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

ACROSS
1 Group of women

who drive, for
short?

5 Continent with
the world's
two most
populous
countries

9 State between
Colorado and
Nevada

13 Town boss

14 Twins,
doubles, and
queens

15 Bong
alternative

16 "That guy is
such ___"
("He's so
dull")

17 Category of
primates that
includes
humans

18 Drains

19 Wire triangles
with question-
mark-shaped
hooks on top,
basically

22 Bottom seam

23 Summertime
astrological
sign

24 "did u leave
yet? what's ur
___?"

25 First
gentleman?

28 Believer in
Jah

31 Freak out

33 Richly spiced
Louisiana rice
dish

37 Psychedelic
genre that
rhymes with
another genre

39 Provided the
food

40 They will rise 
catastrophical
ly when
Greenland's
ice melts

42 Ana de ___
(star of
"Knives Out"
and "Blonde")

43 Coming ___
(growing up)

44 "Do ___ others
as you would
have them do
___ you"

45 Texting abbr.
for "as far as
I'm concerned"

46 Smallish
batteries

48 Name that
sounds like a
beam of light

51 Objects at a
sprinter's
feet at the
opening of a
race ... and
what 19-, 33-,
and 40-Across
all contain in
their circled
letters

56 Big part of a
grade, often

57 Operator

58 Not
illuminated

59 Word that
means the same
thing as hemi
and semi

60 End of an
ultimatum

61 Ohio in the
US, or Oaxaca
in Mexico

62 Technical
detail, for
short

63 Sufficiently
fill

64 TV host ___
Kotb

DOWN
1 Soup-serving

spoon

2 Extreme
preoccupation
with fire

3 You might
argue over
whether this
describes MJ
or LeBron

4 "$#*& I'm so
frustrated!"

5 Knock down a
peg

6 Makeup chain

7 Brainstorming
result

8 What the A in
1-Across
stands for,
for short

9 Notice of
potential loss
to an underdog

10 Headwear for a
beauty pageant
contestant

11 They run on
smartphones

12 1960s hit "___
So Fine"

13 Word that
describes
speeds faster
than sound

20 Stately tree

21 Darken in the
sun

26 Tactful, like
an ambassador

27 Need to the
point that
it's painful

29 Some movie
theaters

30 Government
org. that
provides loans
to mom and pop
shops

31 What 56-Down
each earn six
of

32 "___ you
kidding me
right now?"

33 Image file
format

34 Protected by
heavy metal,
in a way

35 Congressional
opposite of
nay

36 Billboards and
commercials,
for example

38 What ovaries
produce

41 Like beef with
the lowest fat
content

44 Type of
computer port

45 Answer to
"Who's there?"

47 Come to the
same
conclusion

49 Big
fluffy-faced
Japanese dog

50 Norte, sur,
oeste, ___

51 Ooze

52 What precedes
Weds.

53 Place such as
Jamaica or
Cuba, in
Spanish

54 Luxuriously
leafy and
green

55 "I'm ___ you"
("You're not
slick")

56 Scores worth
six 31-Down
each
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Resources

Correctional Association of New York (CANY)
For New York State Prisons

cany is mandated by law to provide independent monitoring and 
oversight of state prisons in New York.  
 
About cany 
cany is an independent non-profit organization based in Brooklyn, 
NY, with authority under Correction Law Section 146 (3) to provide 
oversight of nys prisons. Correctional oversight aims to increase 
transparency of public institutions and encourage accountability for 
the operation of safe and humane prisons and jails. 
 
cany uses its unique authority to speak confidentially with 
incarcerated individuals and staff via in-person prison visits, 
surveys, collect calls, and written correspondence. cany uses the 
information it collects to increase transparency and accountability, 
reduce harmful practices, and advocate for decreased 
incarceration. cany publishes reports and data documenting 
conditions and trends in prisons to educate elected officials and  
the public.  
 
Recent Projects 
cany conducts regularly scheduled monitoring visits to correctional 
facilities and publishes reports summarizing its findings. The report 
about a particular facility is made available in that facility’s law 
library. In 2024, cany published reports about Wende, Wyoming, 
Fishkill, Taconic, and Woodbourne.  
 
cany also analyzes issues that are consistently raised across 
doccs facilities. Recent projects include a systemwide survey 
and report about the Incarcerated Grievance Program, a review of 

implementation of the halt law, and a distance analysis highlighting 
how far from home people are incarcerated.  
 
You can participate in cany’s oversight activities by completing any 
cany surveys you receive and speaking to a cany representative on 
a routine monitoring visit. 
 
How can cany help me? 
cany does not provide direct services; however, staff can 
sometimes make referrals to direct service providers, escalate 
urgent issues, and suggest additional ways to make a report about 
prison conditions. Individuals may request a copy of our Action 
Guide, which lists organizations and resources one can utilize 
for self-advocacy, and our Policy Agenda, in which we outline the 
systemwide changes we are recommending.

Contact cany
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Board of Correction (boc)
For New York City Jails

The Board of Correction carries out independent oversight and 
enacts regulations to support safer, fairer, smaller, and more 
humane NYC jails. 
 
The Board works to: 

	▸ Ensure compliance with minimum standards “for the care, 
custody, correction, treatment, supervision, and discipline 
of all persons held or confined under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Correction” 

	▸ Investigate any matter within the jurisdiction of the 
Department 

	▸ Review grievances from inmates and staff 
	▸ Evaluate the performance of the NYC Department  

of Correction (doc) 
	▸ Make recommendations on areas of key  

correctional planning. 

Contact boc

Freedom Agenda
Freedom Agenda is dedicated to organizing people and communities 
directly impacted by incarceration to achieve decarceration and 
system transformation. To build power and change, we engage 
formerly incarcerated people and their loved ones as members and 
leaders who drive campaigns that utilize a range of tactics including 
direct action, public education, narrative change, and issue-based 
lobbying. We advocate to shift policy and practice towards building 
a City and State that invests in community resources and supportive 
services, to build strength and stability in communities that are too 
often disrupted by systems of punishment and incarceration. We are 
also core partners in the Campaign to Close Rikers. 

If you or your loved ones would like to contact us  
during or after your incarceration, you can do so at:  

Freedom Agenda 
Urban Justice Center 
40 Rector St, 9th Floor 
New York, NY 10006

 
 

Books by Mail
These organizations send books to folks who are incarcerated. 
Whether you’re reading to learn or for fun (or both!), you can send 
them a letter with your contact information and your book requests.

Books Through Bars | New York City, NY
When you write to Books Through Bars, it will be helpful if you can 
follow these guidelines:  

	▸ Mention any restrictions the facility you are housed in places 
on reading materials 

(continued)
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	▸ Please list subjects and genres, rather than specific authors/
titles.  

	▸ We do not carry religious literature. We rarely have almanacs, 
materials related to computers or vocational training, or 
legal resource materials. But we can provide a resource 
guide where some of those other materials may be 
requested.  

NYC Books Through Bars  
c/o Bluestocking Bookstore  
116 Suffolk Street  
New York, NY 10002 

 

Books Beyond Bars | New York City, NY
Books Beyond Bars cannot fulfill requests that would be rejected 
under doccs guidelines (e.g. martial arts instruction books, books 
on growing cannabis, etc.) 
 
Please limit request letters to once per month.  
 

Books Beyond Bars  
Center for Appellate Litigation  
120 Wall Street 29th Floor  
New York, NY 10005 

 
 
Beacon Prison Books Project | Beacon, NY
Incarcerated individuals can send a letter/postcard with three 
books they are interested in (or genres/authors they like).  
  

Beacon Prison Books Project 
P.O Box 132 
Beacon, NY 12508  

Re/Creation and Publications  
Accepting Submissions 

While Justice Initiatives receives many incredible submissions 
for the Bridges zine, we unfortunately can't publish them all. We 
have included a list of additional organizations to which you might 
consider submitting your work. 

Re/Creation
Re/Creation is a non-profit community of writers and artists with a 
shared vision for co-creating a world free of oppression. Members 
and contributors are people who have been directly impacted 
by the criminal legal system and their allies. We support each 
other’s critical, creative, and artistic works, championing talented 
storytellers to build confidence and community.  We work toward 
these goals through workshops in jails and prisons as well as for 
people returning from incarceration, an online publishing platform, 
speaking engagements, and connecting directly impacted thinkers 
and creators to relevant campaigns. If you are currently or formerly 
incarcerated and would like to reach out to Re/Creation about your 
work, you can do so at:

Re/Creation c/o John Proctor
2900 Purchase St
Purchase, NY 10577

Jewish Currents
Founded in 1946, Jewish Currents is a print and online magazine 
committed to the rich tradition of thought, activism, and culture 
on the Jewish left and the left more broadly. You don’t have to be 
Jewish to contribute to Jewish Currents, and your story does not 
necessarily need a Jewish angle; it only needs to speak to issues of 
critical importance to our audience. In addition to specific Jewish 
communal politics and Israel/Palestine, issues we cover include 
mass incarceration, racial justice, strategies and horizons of 
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American left movements, abolitionist movements, the global rise of 
the far right, labor, climate, immigration, and feminism. We believe 
it is key to feature incarcerated writers and reporters in our pages. 
We prefer to review full drafts of pieces, and usually recommend 
pieces be around 1,000 words. Pieces should be built around a clear 
argument or intervention. Questions we will consider as we evaluate 
your pieces include, Why does this matter? Why now? And why you? 
View our full guidelines at tinyurl.com/jcincarceratedwriters.  

Jewish Currents
PO Box 130049
Brooklyn, NY 11213

Prism
Prism is an independent and nonprofit newsroom led by journalists 
of color. Our reporting reflects the lived experiences of people 
most impacted by injustice. Prism’s Right to Write (R2W) project is 
an editorial initiative to work with incarcerated writers in the U.S. 
The communities we report alongside are deeply affected by the 
Prison Industrial Complex and the anti-Blackness that is inherent 
to carceral politics in the U.S. We are looking for personal essays, 
op-eds, features, reported news stories, or explainers. We accept 
pitches, complete drafts, and as-told-to pieces. Stories must be 
under 1,600 words. Prism pays $0.50/word.

Prism
1423 Broadway #271
Oakland, CA 94612

Inquest
Our content spans multiple topics related to American carceralism, 
the branches and manifestations of which are many. We welcome 
pieces offering a broad range of ideas, innovations, analyses, 
narratives, critiques, and insights that might help push our national 
conversation and actions forward. Submission formats can be 

varied as well; we welcome deep dives, analyses or reflections on 
proposed or existing attempts at change, first-person accounts, 
proposals for interventions, and clarifications or illuminations about 
the structures underlying mass incarceration and how we talk about 
them. Published pieces are between 1,250 and 2,500 words, though 
somewhat shorter or longer pieces may be considered depending 
on the subject matter and execution. We currently pay at a rate of 
$250 per piece.

attn: Inquest Submission
Institute to End Mass Incarceration
23 Everett Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Or submit editable Word documents to submissions@inquest.org
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Contact Us

As library workers, we believe that access to information is your 
right! Have questions about something? It can be about almost 
anything: recipes, sports, history, nature—whatever comes to mind. 
Send us a letter and we’ll find the answer.* 
 
Write to us at: 

Justice Initiatives 
Outreach Services 
Brooklyn Public Library 
10 Grand Army Plaza 
Brooklyn, NY 11238 

 
*note: At this time, we can only answer letters and questions from individuals 
in New York State. We cannot answer questions about someone’s personal 
address or information. 



Bridges is made possible through the support of the Robert M. Schiffman Foundation  
and two anonymous donors.

Crowd on Coney Island beach at night watching fireworks display; jetty in 
center, June 27, 1951. Brooklyn Daily Eagle photographs, Brooklyn Public Library, 
Center for Brooklyn History


