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Early Schools in Brooklyn and Other Boroughs

The first record of Brooklyn’s free school system dates to 1661, when Huguenots taught students
in an church building at present-day Bridge and Fulton Streets. At that time, the total annual
school budget was approximately $20. By 1891, $1.6 million was allocated for the borough’s
school budget. Existing buildings were valued at $7.27 million and there were 2,315 school

employees.

In 1898, the borough schools were consolidated under the New York City Board of Education and
the borough school boards were abolished. Upon consolidation, Charles B.J. Snyder became the

Chief of the Building Bureau for the New York City Board of Education.

Prior to that time, there was no uniformity in school curricula or buildings. Officials quickly
discovered that Brooklyn’s school buildings were obsolete, and sanitary and fire hazards were
widespread. Most schools were so overcrowded that students attended in shifts, with a morning

session for one group and an afternoon session for another group.

From 1884-1891, the architect for the New York City Board of Education was George Debevoise,
whose work was described as a “civic disgrace—warehouses have greater artistic value.”

Debevoise resigned under suspicion of financial mismanagement and possible bribery.

To fix this situation, officials immediately planned for thirty-nine new buildings and annexes,
developing plans and acquiring land. In 1899, $7.5 million was allocated for new school buildings

and the following year, an additional $3.5 million was added.

Funds for buildings were raised by the issue of corporate stock, and in 1906 alone, more than

$10 million was raised to provide for students’ physical accommodations.

In 1908, New York City schools enrolled 620,000 students in 594 buildings. Each year, the
student population increased by approximately 23,000 to 36,000 students, with immigrants
making up much of this group. This growing student population made it difficult for the New York
City Board of Education to keep pace with the need for physical space to teach students. As a
result, many students received only part-time instruction in their neighborhood schools, with

students attending in shifts.

Adapted From: Parsons Brinckerhoff. Historic American Buildings Survey:
Documentation for Public School 133. Submitted to New York City School Construction
Authority. November 10, 2009. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library.
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Document 1: “Board of Education,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 6 June 1855.

e

Hoard of Education. n
A meetiog of the Board of Edudation wag held
at the Hall in Bed Hock Luns yesterdny after-,,
noeoa. m
ud| CyroaP. Smith, Beq., oocapind the Chalr,asd
ser | & Quorom of members snewered Lo their names,
Tae procesdings of the last meeting were rend;y
and wpprovid.

i The President presented the roslgoation of

th,

which Was scoepied.
% The mwl? commanleation from Mr. 8. H.'F
1t I
Boe wxnl;:‘:m%:‘ & ]
Ty the Boa: seation, e—
I.I,yn%rphan lam mmlhlltr',
show that they bave waited for the foal deci-”
slon of the qoestion & to thelr right to olaim a l
digtribative share of the Commen Behool monles g
withont meking sny ew claim for the time
which bsa elspeed sloce tha qnum-’uhm?ll
before tha coarts for decislon. Bat that being b
advised that the riEnl of the Asylam to o partisis
cipation fo eo much of the Sohool F
derlved from the city asd connty 1ax lsnow sot-

i
wt

yesr 1881 to 1855 ioclusive, nod they respectsi
folly sbow that during the year 1850, sod from o
that tima o the year 1855, thera have been sty
all times sa avarage of 120 children botween tha s
agea of 4 snd 10 who have besn supported by the s
Asylom, end lostrocted fn eoch menoer as s g
uenal In on Schoals. The pumber Bas all
purt of the tims exoseded this, but the lowest o
wverage sttendange dus m;m‘::,ymw iad
oclaty tharaf

Muater Obarles Dean ns messsnger of the Board;

reotresa of the Brocklyn Orphan is

and a8 lagp

tled, thay sk this atienilon of your Board 1o the ¥
digtelbatab),

rﬁul ald he was anxions to int a book
hia klod into cor publlo ehools. It was jost
calcalated for children, and it was moch needed,
The smepdmeat of Mr. Bergen was socepted.
Mr, Hurris moved that the eport be divided
which wss carried, acd “Hazen’s First Leasons'
nod *Harper's Aonusl Gazeteer” were adopted.
The remainder of the report was referred back

W | to the commi:tee,

tee.

De. Thorae, from the visitiog committee sube
mnul: Lin report of observations daring the past
month.

N 1 was deing well. The onteide departs
ments and grononds were disgracefol Lo the clty,
aand they arge the Bosrd to bavo the naisance
absted —recommend porchass of promises imme-
dintely adjoining.

Ho. 2, 1o Gowanus, dafng well.

No. 5, on Bedford avevusin gocd order and
dolng well.

No. 4-Boys depariment in good order, * At
tendance thin in other departments,

No. 6-Doiog a8 well na oan ba expected,
ccosideriag tbe msanatate of ibe farnilare gen-
orally. Hope that steps will ba taken to repalr
the balldiog.

Ho 6was just dismiseed when 1be commiites
arrived. It Ian siructare of largs vestibulen,
magnifisent stalroases and suporb balls, while in
the rear are narrow coutracted class rooms,with
insuflsient space to form a class or hang a map,
The roof wants repairiong.

Ho. 7is in good ecndition. Femals depart-
ment not osfull as desirable. o0d some
#light repairs to bailding. The spsrtment used
by the Primary Schools are bedly sired. Tem.

erance meetings dariog the week, and

anday Schools oo the Sabbath, who leave Every
thing in & d condition, and berpatter
the floor with tobacco epit.  Recommend

iven to th i

oty ‘3":’;} aek thot R‘.’ riate fro
reLpegiin a Wl op m &
I.henfnndo dlll:lbnhhi:dming ’uﬂ'mm Foori-
ibe amount they are justly eotitled to recelve o
not cnly for ibe carrent year but for the previcas:,
years, during which no dlsiribaiion has been o
made to them.”

The preeldent statad that one of the aote nu-no
der which the above communication elaim hed y
been repealed by the oot of coosolidetion, Ii-
was teferred to the law commitise,

A communleation from G. W.
sobmitted requesting the board
telth’s Grat lesnons in geography,” prics fiteen »
cente to the list of text books, @ gommupl- €
o&tion was acoopted, snd on motion of Mr. Bor- o
gen, the eabject was lald apou the tabls for tie

er

ey

Ay

H Mr, Dillinghsm, chalrman of the committen on ¢
echool 8, T8 d ia favor of the adopticn |
of "Hazea’s firat, lessoos In spelliog sod reading,’
deslgued for the primary department, *Harper's ¢
oniversal tteer,’ which the committer deem g
@ very valusble work for the teachers of our o
public echools, one toba farsisbed to each prio- »
cipal. Upon the subjict of writing the commit- »
tee oomplala of grens delcienoy among some of |,
£5, | the maost prominent teschegs, their own chirog- 1

rophy helgg enffiplent to condema them an teach- 5
«ra, nnd the faot waa forced apon them thet the ¢
pupils learsed to write, nod from the Instroction o
®a, | they received bat In epite of them. This slate ,
of affaira forced upon the miod of the committes
the necessity of adopting o new mide of instroe-
tivn, Beversl syntem of penmanship wers ex-
amioed but the commitiee suggest some plan
he | whersby a compotent writlng  master w-lx ba
imployed so that teacker s well as popils can
be emproved, They recommend Mr, D, F, Brown

for this posirion, Who agrees to teach two days
in each week ot the rate of §440 per annum,—
The commiitee sléo recommend Wnnii":‘pﬂ-
mary aod lotermedisie geography,’ for adops
tioa by the board,

Mr. Dillinghem moved 1be edoption of the
books resommended.

Mr. Bergen moved to sdd Montlslti's fret les-
sons In Geography.

Mr, I'n{ moved to lay the sabject on the table
In ocder that it may be printed.” Loat.

Mr. Field objeated to the prige of the book,
sod thought teu cents coongh.

Mr. Hanter obj 0 shovi

TEESAZEZD

i or
to saleot o sits for mp
boilding ss socn ns ible.

No. & s deslgnoted as ope of our best schoals.
Al the Departments bave a bright and gheartul
apprarance.

No. ¥ fn

promotion of Mies Stelle vice Beera res! u
Ko. 13, snd Barsam  vice Stells. thon
Rty Ry Wi e
) 8|
Mr. Tatile submitted .

finy | statement
maneys for support of Schoals in Willlamsbargh
for 13 moatbs, up to Feb, 1, 1856 :
pm
s o
1al l?:rnl.mdmn':m . d,;g B
d by Trossarer Lhrough G.Pelley, 1023 11

B0 11

With a statement of the differect scoounts to

which the smount s to be sppropristed, and a

resolation sabmitked " hem directiog

Finance Commities to plage the several amonnis

:?’:he srodxt of the various depsriments, was
pled, #

Mr, Harris moved that Mr. Fitch’s eslary be
reduced to $1100 from Feb. 1st. Adopted.
Mr. Harria moved toe adoptioa ut'ﬁu wohool

. Donhsm moved &s an smendment that
A liet of tsacbes ns presented st last meatlng
for sohonls 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21, and colored
sohool No. 3 be adopted, aod warrsute for wages
for May be inned, when re;
on Schoole, aod spproved
Adopted

The report was then accepted sod sdopted.

‘Tha report of tha LI Uommittee, that ik
mm at disposal of the committee be expend-
ed according to the wants of the several libra-
ries, wan adaopted,

Tha question oo the plaos for school honse No,
4, In the Tih ward, was then taken up,

Mr. Aothony moved that that part of the resc.
Intion relstiog to panel work be stricken oat?

TS 17

by commlites
fiouncs committes.

Doctor Thorn moved ibat the plan former-
1y by Mr. Howe

-Efﬂfwm the feacher bas to gone

No. 10 snffers moch from Irregulsr attendence
In the 's department. The female dopart.

the obatacles

| ment looks well.  The Primary departm,
Watéon wasd | badly ¥ department is
to add “Monsi

Iy Br 3
Ho. 11 is o plessootiy sitoated, cheerfol losks
log sehool, wll:h bandsoms gmnmiu bat fances in
& bad gondition, sed eod rosted up bogs. The
primary dopartment contains 126 ren noder
the gare of ooe old lody. Thisdepariment waats
waklog '“-u The male depurtment is In good
order. department op-atairs waa dismies-
ed when the commlit*ee arrived.

No. 12is gradually and steadily loaking
e o oo e bl

8 sucoess of [ | condls
o of the scheol. Lo

No. 15 s the largeot of our schools, which the
Commities fnd in good condition. Soggent the
the propeiely of a primary school south of
Hamilton avenue snd oo sboat Btate st .

Nia. 14 has competent tescbers, nnd s dolng
well.

1

Colored school No. 1. with coe priscipal and | -
w0 Bl s d by the

be now adopted.--
Loet.
The report was thon adopted.
. Mr, Harrls cffured o rmlnl.[llu that the Board
lar

pizdjtbe plaos and e

scbool houss in Teh ward, the committes be dl.
reoted to advertise for proposals sod that the
President enter [nto contract with such parties
ws the committee may mpprove, under Ihe Bp-
proval of the Law Uom., aod that Mr. Grlmst:d
b the soperintendent.,

Mr. F eld smeoded, that the price be reslriat-
- el to $16,000. Lost.

Mr, Howe moved that the plans be examined
by the President and ceported to the Board,

Mr. Harrls acespled the d , Which

Bills ordered paid,
A. Danlka W W Artbur & Co 1 3
!E:z.mm: "S% D‘mn:asr&nﬂ ﬁ:oﬂ
Qakley 7g D3 W o 31 35 an Wilo:
Morlon 7325 8 C Feli 16353 Y C Vecha 5 60; Suney Clay-
ton 15; Brooklyn Ges wlighy Co 358 50; K sm‘uﬂ;
0
4 35 Hirsm Helema 34 25; oy B25; Al
Tattd 34 25 Augaati ¥ At 5 Wa ¥ ilu&c‘u‘;
Wem. Peas sl 5625,
The commiltes recomended the ment aof
ga bill, and thas the clerk notify the compsny
at they will cot pay an{dblllu aftor the 1st of
.lugnu;.um bill ordered puid and referred lo Com.
on Juil.

Sop. Denike chairman of committes oa Panl-
munrényort the namber of prisoners confined
In the Kioge County Penltenliary at date aro—

Malea.
Femal

=]
M
~ Bap. & b of eom,
teport that they found bike honss on coanty
farm finished e per plans aed specification and
recommend the payment of the billa for gald
work., Ad, 3

Resolved, That this bake houss be tendered
lo the keeper of the Almshouse lor the parposs
it was ballt.  Adopted. -

of Commitiess..

Sop, Bradiord, o0 of law oom. reported
in favor of paying the bill of H, N, Doxey sa
cells keoper, oe they ficd the charges legal and
proper. Tha com., therefore, to dizpose of this
matier, would recommend the sdoption of the
report of the com. on acconnts made st the last
meeting of the Board. ted.

By 1be same, In re to the resolution of
Sup. Bergen submiited (o them ia regard to the
paymeat of bills by the county {ressarer on the
certilicats of the com., reported that they had
examined the law and sre coovissed that ihers
i1 mo law authorising the Trensnrer to pay bills
which are s connty charge withou! frst being
sudited by this Board,

Bop. Bergen presented o communloation from
the 'Frmm, stating1bat be had advertised for
aloan to complete the laomatio wsylum, bot
vouid Dot get woy booda for lees than 7 per
ooat.

o1

Sup. Bergen then offered & resolation empows
erlog the county Tressurer to creste s loan to
complate the lanatlc aeylum at & rate of loter-
st not exeeeding 7 per cent.  Adopted.

Sup. Steyker, of Luaatis Asylom Commiltes,
to whom was referred the commonjestion of
Mr. Jerome Eyerson in regard to hie claims for
extea labor aod materlal for theLanatic Asylom
reportad that afier o conference with an srehs
itect ned Mr, Ryerson, they had coms to the
ucanimons conolasion (hat the demand was a
Jjuet one, aod recommanded ko payment of the
olll* amountiog to 3219 86, Adopted,

By Sup. Caldwell : Com. on Penitentlary, to
whom was referred the probablo cost of furojsh-
iag the buildiog, judgieg from the amonot alres-

waa adopted.
Mr. Danham moved that the promotions and

sppolotments to date be confirmed.  Adopted.
Moilon to sdjourn till Taesduy 10th, torecsive

'&mnhmd teat Bye-Laws be tpecinl order,—
rried.

—_——
b Bonrd of Supervisors.

The Board of Supervisors beld an adjourned
meeting st the Oounty Jail yestsrday. aquoram

for efficiescy. Eep Jam
Colored Sobool No. 2. at ,Weekiville Is dolog
will sod In good order. @ report of the oom-
mitiee wia scoopted.

A waries fn i
were offsred, and eo mach thereo! a3 rolated to
ropalrs Improvements, ko. aboat School Homsss

relerrod Lo the Behool Hoase O with

Hoa. 1, 6.7, and 5. snd Colored Schoal No, 1. waa |«
'

ol bers belug present.

i 1o the sbscooe of the Presidest, Mr. Stanton,
1Bup. Caldwell was called to the Chalr,

i The minutes of last meeting resd sud appro.
(ved.

Communications and Petitions,

the respective local committess to examine mod
report, nod the resolutlons providiog for ha
erection of & Primary School Hoose Bouth of
milton aveone wes adopted.

Mr. Harrls on behalf of echool-bouso commit-
tee preseated plans and specifizations for sohool
bousa o Tih m”f g of the plane of
Grimsted & Marton. in favor nfppl ing
Stebbing sod Gayoor $100 each for Mp{m
sabmitted. Piace submitted and mabber lald

A from J. 0. Bmlth, late Sor.
trogate, fa referenco to Interast charged In his
lacoouct, Referred to Com. on scoounts.  Come
Imanication from W, C. Rashmore, ona of the Sq-
Iperintesdents, relative to Axing big salary. Re-
Yerred to Com. on Sslaries, A commuoication
ffrem Albert Powsll, keaper of the City Armory,
Trelative to bis bill, which had been redaced from
ER50 to $15, ot the lest meeting beld. Hefapreq
%o Qom. oo Salarles. A communloslion from
‘tha Coonty Trensurer, scoompacied by a letter
from the Comptroller, asking that the towa of

aver.
plication of

L3

£ pom ihe
. Our greateat troubles had been with
4- | importasate book pablishers,

OHLIN CONNE

oo teachers report

Miss Qoruellis Barnes for] asletant fn No. 13 3 | R

ﬂsuehwllllck by mapped. Keferred to the Common
ancil.
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d, were of the opin-
100 that $76,000 would be senmio [heri o

the onter bolling und srect (be westarly wing.
Adopted.
Unfinished Busines,
On motion of Be the resclation lald

o0 the kable at the last moeting relative to not
peyiog Judge Calver's salary, wes then token

up-

Sup. Bergen eaid that ae far as be was able to
sacertain, Mr. Culver was oot at the present
tima Oity Judge, sod to sostain this position
he read extracte from the Ravised Biatutes show.
fog that he hod no legsl right to the ofice. Ha
thonght It was olear to any body that Jodge
Culver did ool bold the ofce by oy logsl ane
thority, aa be bud no certifiosts of eleation,—
Juodge Colver was appolntea by to Common
Council to Al the uoexpired ierm of Judge
Greenwood, which isrm expired on the 1st of
May. He would lke to know who had declsred
My Colver judge. The Board of Canvassecs did
wol, for they gave the cartifisate of election to
Mr. Bamuel Jobnson ; but that gentlemas not
secopiing the office, thera was a vecancy on the
lstot May. TheCommen Uouncil had a right
to fill that vacancy, hlm had not Alled i,
acd Mr, Oulver bad decl imelf Jadgg, bat
that did not make [t legal. Ha oonsidersd ndge
Qalver an usorper, and all the nots be bad done

e e o

= ~sEwTosEo

n gsSepacerreT

BF

IFESEE

Olty Judge were lliagal, and the Col
;‘.m:rur mﬂ';hlhsalqhh-d;-; =

-2 i8F2ER



Excerpts

A meeting of the Board of Education was held at the Hall in Red Hook Lane yesterday
afternoon.

A communication from G.W. Watson was submitted requesting the board to add
“Monteith’s first lessons in geography,” price fifteen cents to the list of text books.

Upon the subject of writing the committee complained of great deficiency among some
of the most prominent teachers, their own writing being sufficient to condemn them as
teachers, and the fact was forced upon them that the pupils learned to write not from the
instruction they received but in spite of them. This state of affairs forced upon the mind of
the committee the necessity of adopting a new mode of instruction.

Dr. Thorne, from the visiting committee, submitted his report of observations during the
past month:

No. 1 was doing well. The outside departments and grounds were disgraceful to the city,
and they urge the Board to have the nuisance abated==recommend purchase of land
immediately adjoining.

No. 2, in Gowanus, doing well.

No. 3, on Bedford avenue, in good order and doing well.

No. 4 — Boys department in good order. Attendance thin in other departments.

No 5 — Doing as well as can be expected, considering the mean state of the furniture
generally. Hope that steps will be taken to repair the building.

No. 8 is designated as one of our best schools. All the Departments have a bright and
cheerful appearance.

No. 10 suffers much from irregular attendance in the boy’s department. The female
department looks well. The Primary department is badly arranged.

Colored school No. 1 with one principal and two assistants is commended by the
committee for efficiency. Repairs to yard recommended.

Colored School No. 2 at Weeksville is doing well and in good order.

The report of the committee was accepted.
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1. Read the excerpts transcribed from Document 1. According to this document,
what was to be added to the list of text books?

2. According to Document 1, who was deficient at writing?

3. Read about the various schools listed in Document 1. What kinds of problems
have been observed?

4. What do you think is meant by “Colored School No. 1” and “Colored School No.
27?7 How were these schools different than the others?
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Document 2a: “Opened with Becoming Ceremony,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 23 Nov 1883.

OPENED WITH BECOMING CEREMONY,

Addresses by Mayor Low, Mr. Hendrix
anid Profcssor Greener at Colored
School No. 1 'fhis Morning.

Colored Grammar Sehool No, 1, located on
North Elliott place, near Park rurcnue: was occupicd by
weliolara for tho first time 1ast Mondsy morning, and
to-day the opening of the school was celebrated with
wppropriate exercises Ly tue pupils of both depart-
mouts, Principal Dorfey informed tho reporter that
for fiftesn years the colored children of School No. 1
accupiod a dlapldated 0ld wooiden building on the cor-
ner of Raymond and Willoughby streets, Thae accommo-
dations here were aliuost too small from tho start. Tho
present building 38 a beantiful brick structure that
cost $25,000, and is occupied by 450 scholare. Itis
divided into two dopartments, namely, primary and
grammar~—the first, as ususl, being ou the ground floor
and the second on the floor above, There is still
roam for about one hundred moro scholars. The exor-
cises in the primary department commenced ot ten
o'clock, aud conrieted entirely of recitaions by the fol-
lowing young persons: Steplhen Noyes, Mica Gertrude
Wiseman, Wiltiam La Motte, Miss Rebecea Carter and
Frederick Whiting, Tho exercises in the grammar de-
portment commenced at eleven o’clock with a gong by
tle school. Rufua L. Perry, Jr., recited the salutatory
and the remainder of the programmo consisted of selec
tions from colorad writers,

ADDRESH BY PROFESSOR GRELNER.

Professor Arthur Greeney, of Washington, spoke on
the “'Necersity of Colored Schools.” 1lo enid the col-
ored scliool was better than no achoeol. A school tor
colored children was opeued in Philadelplia io 1760,
and the African Frco School of New York in 1780.
Philadelphia, New York apd Brooklyn had given to
Awmerien soma of the most eminont educated negroos.
Not only were the white peoplo ignorant of what the
negro of Afty years ngo did for himself, but it was sur-
priging how ignorant the negro was himself of what
the mon of hie own race had accomplished, The col-
ored people needed race pride, They were mot all
emancipated In 1863. The boet work for the develop-
meut of the negro must come from within. Bympnihy
in training was often worth more then ability. The
diMenlty with the negro of Awerica was that white
people wanted to take too much care of him, He must
have au opporlunity, Thers was no need for diseous-
agement. Everythiog was favorabls for the colored
racoe of the country. Professor Greener closed his ve-
muarks by complimenting Professor Dorsey and bis
corps of teachers, Tho speuker’s remarks were loudly
applanded, Remarks were alvo mede by Josoph O.
Hendrix, Mayor Low, William Harkness and the Rev.
Rufus L. Perry. N

There wero aleo present James Naughton, Supsrin-
tendent of Duildings ; A. 8, Caswell, director of muuic |
Etgone D, Berrl, Rev. A. N. Freomnan, W, E. 8prague,
Professor J, W, hult!cy and Edward Rowe, Tho Locsl
Committes consfsted of Messre, Philip A. White, John
Griftin and Horace E. Drosser. The head of the Primary
Department 18 Misas Georglana E. Putvam, Xfies Elfa
M, Russell conducted thae musical exercises.

i

BRODKLYN CONNECTIONS

Excerpt
Opened with Becoming Ceremony

Addresses by Mayor Low, Mr. Hendrix and
Professor Greener at Colored School No. 1
This Morning.

Colored Grammar School No. 1, located on
North Elliot place, near Park avenue, was
occupied by scholars for the first time last
Monday morning, and today the opening of
the school was celebrated with appropriate
exercises by the pupils of both departments.

Principal Dorsey informed the reporter that
for fifteen years the colored children of
School No. 1 occupied a dilapidated old
wooden building on the corner of Raymond
and Willoughby streets. The accommodations
here were almost too small from the start.

The present building is a beautiful brick
structure that cost $25,000, and is occupied
by 450 scholars. They are divided into two
departments, namely, primary and grammar—
the first, as usual, being on the ground floor
and the second on the floor above. There is
still room for about one hundred more
scholars.
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1. Read Document 2a. What school was opening a new building?

2. According to the second paragraph of Document 2a, where was this school
located?

3. Examine Document 2b. Find the street labelled N. Elliot PI; circle the school.
What else do you see on this street?

4. Read the last paragraph of Document 2a. How many students attend this school,
and what departments does the school have?
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Document 3a: “Public School Number 1,” Souvenir of Our Public Schools.

1892.

CHARLES R. ABBOT,

MARIA M. HYDE

MARTHA A. OSTRANDER,

MARY P. TRAZY

AMELIA G. PENDLETON,

EDWIN T. DUNHAM,
ALICE DAY

ELMA A. BOURNE
CLARA E. ROCBINSON

FANNIE E. COMINGS,

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

LOUISA S. LOWE.

TEACHERS

ISABELLA A. MITCHELL
EDWIN JONES

MARY E. STONE

ANNA T. HALLOCK
MARY J. BRENTON,
JESSIE E. NORTH,
NELLIE L. ARTHUR,
ANNIE L. ROONEY,
KATIE T. CLEARY,

SARAH JOHNSTON,

ELLA L WALSH,

LIZZIE |. MATTHEWS,
GERTRUDE M. SENTELL,
MARY R. WALSH,
HELEN G. DALY,
ESTHER M. HICKOK
MAY | P. BESSEY

REBECCA DAY

|H
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Document 3b: “The Following Books...,” Souvenir of Our Public Schools. Brooklyn, NY:
1892.

THE FOLLOWING BOOKS PUBLISHED BY LEE & SHEPARD,
ARE ON THE BROOKLYN LIST. »

o1

YOUNG FOLKS' HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, :
By THomas WeNTWORTH HicGinsox, i
The story of our country, its discovery, settlement and development, graphically and interestingly t by that master of pygest
English, Thomas Wentworth Higginson. Price $1.00 net.

EXCELLENT QUOTATIONS.
By Juria B. Hoitr, Deputy Supt. Pub. Inst., Cal.
Y Jewels, five words long, that, on the stretched forcfinger of all ¢f
The book contains hundreds of the choicest bits in the I nq]u.h language, sele \ted wi rl\ masterly care.  Cloth 12 mo ; 329 pages.
Price 75 cents net.

CHAS. F. KING'S POPULAR GEOGRAPHICAL ASSISTANTS.

For Teachers :—METHODs AND AIDS IN GEOG RAPHY.
' The power of teaching a little well, depends upon Uie porer of knotving a great o
Twenty chapters touching upon principles involved in successful teaching of geography, wrong methods ¢
apparatus, map language, model lessons, miscellaneous devices, courses of study, lists of books for read
illustrations. Price $1.60 net.

spits T

. topical methods,
, etc. 518 pages, 68

For Pupils :—SUPPLEMENTARY READING.
PICTURESQUE GEOGRAPHICAL READERS.
Book First:—AT HOME AND SCHOOL. 226 pages, 131 illustrations and maps. Price 50 cents net.
Book Secoxp:—THIS CONTINENT OF OURS. 315 pages, 176 illustrations and maps. Price 72 cents net.
Book TR :—THE LAND WE LIVE IN (Part First). 56 cents net.
THE LAND WE LIVE IN (Part 1) in press.

This series of geographical readers, will, when completed, present something of the geography of all lands in a graphie, vivid and
interesting manner never before attempted.

BOOKS FIRST AND SECOND ARE ON THE BROOKLYN LIST.

OTHER SUPPLEMENTARY READERS.

ROBINSON CRUSOE :—Edited and adapted by Wam. T. Apams (Oliver Optic). An illustrated edition prepared for schools.
266 pages. Price 30 cents net.

ARABIAN NIGHTS ENTERTAINMENTS (SIX STORIES). Edited by Samuer Evior, ex-Supt. Public Schools, Boston.
Fully illustrated ; 210 pages. Price 30 cents net.

STORIES OF AMERICAN HISTORY. By N. S. DonGe.

The lesson of patriotism cannot be too early impressed upon the minds of the youth of our land. The trials and sufferings of our
fore-fathers, the braye deeds performed on the battle field and on the sea, are examples of fortitude and self-sacrifice unequaled in the
history of the world. This book has been prepared to present this noble record in simple language, which can be readily understood by the

ng. It will be zun invaluable as a medium for the foundation of a love for historical study and as a basis for inculcating the precepts
atrioli ; 176 pages. Price 30 cents net.
ON MANNERS. By Epitn E. WiGGIN. Price 30 cents net. Twelve practical, suggestive lessons looking toward good

Notes on its practical details arranged for young people. By M. S. Emikry. Price 30 cents net,
WORKSHOP. By L. R. Kieuy, Ph. D. Price $1.20 net. A collection of articles of great

By Avustiy B. FLETCHER, A. M. Price $1.20. Containing choice

JUST OUT:
D ORGANIZATION IN THE GERMAN SCHOOLS.

;Ill., Mass. Board of Education. Price $1.00 net.

EMENTS OF PSYCHOLOGY.
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1. Examine Document 3a. What school is in this image?

2. Write three observations about the school in Document 3a. What is it built of?
What do you see around the school?

3. Document 3b is a textbook list from the same time as Document 3a. What books
would students have used at this school? List three book titles:

4. Examine Document 3b closely. How much did a textbook cost?

5. Do you think it would have been easy for a student to pay these textbook prices?
Why or why not?
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Document 4: “The First Kindergarten in the City Is Still Active,” The New York Times. 1
October 1972.

THE NEW YORK TIMES,SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1972/

BROOKLYN

The First Kindergarten

In the City Is Still Active
By IRA D. GUBERMAN }o 75/r q

In 1890, when the Brook-
lyn Kindergarten Society
was founded, there were no
kindergartens in the city's
public school system. Chil-
dren played in the streets
until they were old enough
to go to school. - ~

The first kindergarten was
started in order to develop
some sort of early education
among, pre-school children
and as a training ground for
new teachers. During World

‘War II, .many kindergartens

A young gymnast.hang-
ing on the monkey bars
at the center, run by the
Brooklyn .- Kindergarten
Society.

sprang up so that the parents
could work in the booming
wartime factories.

After the war, kinder-
gartens were introduced into
the public school system, and
the Brooklyn Kindergarten
Society turned its attention
to the children living in the
ghetto areas. Shifting from
their original purpose, the
society’s five centers in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, Williamsburg
and Red Hook became places
where pre-school children
could receive supervised care
while poverty-stricken par-
ents tried to find jobs.

CTIONS)

NN

&% - director, calls “first and fore-
" most a social service.”

- like as possible,” observed

|
|
|
1

dncludes
“and fully licensed teachers,
.provides what Mrs. Jane

Today, the society, which
has its headquarters at 25
Eighth Avenue, near Grand
Army Plaza, is the larg-

est day-care organization in

Brooklyn, with about 300
children enrolled. It receives ,
its funds from the Agency
for Child Development and
its centers are provided by

the New York Hqusing

Authority.

** The cost to families par-

ticipating is minimal. It ranges

from no fee for families on [J

public assistance to mini-
mums of $2 for those who
can afford to make some
payment., :

The society’s staff, which
para-professionals

Hamburger, the coordinating

“We are a family service,
one that is concerned  with.
every member of the family,”
Mrs. Hamburger said in a
recent interview.

Relating to Other People

“We try to make a child's "
day at our center as home-

Mrs. Olivette Robinson, direc-
tor of the Sumner Children’s
Center at 860 Park Avenue.
“We teach a child to value
himself and his ability, and |
to relate to other people. He
learns to develop confidence
in himself, and we help him
to explore, to discover, by
building concepts that he |
needs.” |

Mrs. Robinson said that
the full range of perceptual
learning and development

was provided by the centers,

where the children learn to ' -

work with numbers, letters ,

and puzzles and are taught

the simple basics of the arts !

and sciences. ;
The centers,

which are !

open from 8 AM, to 6 P.M, l '

five days a week, also pro- |
vide a full medical program |
for the children. Their health |
records are maintained by |
the society, and a nurse visits |
each center three times a |
month. i

Adaptation
The New York Times, Sunday, October 1, 1972

The First Kindergarten in the City is Still
Active

By Ira D. Guberman

In 1890, when the Brooklyn Kindergarten
Society was founded, there were no
kindergartens in the city’s public school
system. Children played in the streets until
they were old enough to go to school.

The first kindergarten was started in order to
develop some sort of early education among
pre-school children and as a training ground
for new teachers. During World War Il, many

kindergartens sprang up so that the parents

could work in wartime factories.

After the war, kindergartens were introduced
into the public school system, and the
Brooklyn Kindergarten Society turned its
attention to the children living in the ghetto
areas. Shifting from their original purpose, the
society’s five centers in Bedford-Stuyvesant,
Williamsburg and Red Hook became places
where pre-school children could receive
supervised care while poverty-stricken parents
tried to find jobs.

Today, the society is the largest day-care
organization in Brooklyn, with about 300
children enrolled. It receives its funds from the
Agency for Child Development and its centers
are provided by the New York Housing
Authority.

The cost to families participating is minimal. It
ranges from no fee for families on public
assistance to minimums of $2 for those who
can afford to make some payment.

“We are a family service, one that is concerned
with every member of the family,” Mrs.
Hamburger said in a recent interview.



1. Read the adaptation of Document 4. When was the Brooklyn Kindergarten
Society founded?

2. Listtwo reasons that kindergartens were started before WW!!:

3. After the war, how did kindergartens help parents?

4. After the war, what neighborhoods did the Brooklyn Kindergarten Society work
in?
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Document 5a: Parsons Brinckerhoff. Historic American Buildings Survey: Documentation
for Public School 133. Submitted to New York City School Construction Authority.
November 10, 2009. Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library.

Architect Charles B.J. Snyder

Charles B.J. Snyder was born in 1860, grew up in Saratoga, and was educated at Cooper Union in
New York City. He was selected as the Chief of the Building Bureau of the Board of Education,
replacing Debevoise in 1891. His job required him to be an architect or engineer, and Snyder was
both.

Recognizing that New York schools should set an international standard, the Board of
Education’s president sent Snyder to Europe in 1896 so he could observe European design.
Snyder later wrote that he was most influenced by the Hotel de Cluny in Paris and subsequently
adopted its H-shaped plan, which admitted both light and air into the building, as his model for
school buildings.

Snyder was widely praised for both his architectural and business smarts. In 1908, he wrote a
four-part series on the public school buildings in New York City for The American Architect and
Building News. In this series, Snyder described the many challenges he faced and shared the
design and construction details for his best-known buildings.

Snyder’s Design Philosophy and Style Influences

Snyder used a somewhat consistent and constrained style. His buildings displayed Collegiate
Tudor and Gothic and Dutch Renaissance Revival stylistic influences. By selecting these styles
and basing his designs on buildings at Yale University and Columbia University, he conveyed the
seriousness of his mission: to provide students with facilities that were conducive to good health
and optimum learning. In many early-twentieth century neighborhoods, his schools were
prominent reminders of the importance of education.

Snyder’s schools consistently featured two decorative details: the seal of the City of New York
and the seal of the Board of Education.

Snyder believed that his school buildings conveyed the City of New York’s commitment to
educating children. He wanted to provide a building that would be a respite from the cramped
and dark living conditions that many of the less fortunate children endured at home and that
would provide the best possible setting within which students could excel. In addition to pleasing
design, Snyder was concerned with lighting and ventilation in school buildings. He also realized
that the high land values in New York City required him to build tall buildings on relatively small
footprints.

Snyder studied school design standards worldwide, including traveling to Europe. While Snyder
was most influenced by the French Hotel de Cluny’s form, he incorporated German lighting
techniques for his schools. The German approach allowed for effective natural light on the
innermost row of desks. Based on German standards, Snyder’s classrooms were 30 feet long,
22-24 feet wide, and 14 feet, 3 inches high.
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Document 5b: PS 142.1906. Brooklyn Daily Eagle photographs, Brooklyn Public Library,
Brooklyn Collection.

Document 5c¢: PS 740. 1902. Brooklyn Daily Eagle photographs, Brooklyn Public Library,
Brooklyn Collection.

— 3

BRODKLYN CONNECTID
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1. Read Document 5a. What job did Charles B.J. Snyder have?

2. According to the second paragraph of Document 5a, where did Snyder go to
study design examples? What building influenced his design of school buildings?

3. What problems did Snyder believe he could fix, with his school designs?

4. Look at Document 5b and 5b. These schools were both designed by Snyder.
What do you see that is the same? What is different?
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Document 6a: Public School 44. 1916. Class Photograph Collection, Brooklyn Public
Library — Brooklyn Collection.
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Document 6b: PS 775. 1960. Class Photograph Collection, Brooklyn Public Library —
Brooklyn Collection.

BROOKLYN NY
CLASS 576
JAN 1960

e e ed
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1. Document 6a is a class photograph. What year is it from? What school is it from?

2. List three observations you have about the class in Document 6a.

3. Document 6b is also a class photograph. What year is it from, and what school is

it from?

4. Compare Document 6a and 6b. List two things that are the same, and two things

that are different:

Similarities:

Differences:
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Document 7a: Full-size house built inside a school.1952. Brooklyn Daily Eagle
photographs, Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Collection

Caption:

Full-size house built inside a school--Swarming architecture and building students at
Brooklyn Technical High School [located at 29 Fort Greene Place] ... complete full-size
one-family house in workroom of the school. Instructor Max Leider ... [looks at] project
from second floor.
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Document 7b: Watchmaking class at Westinghouse Vocational High School. 1950.
Brooklyn Daily Eagle photographs, Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Collection.

ETT. | \N : | School History In Brooklyn Primary Source Packet




1. Examine Document 7a. What are students learning in this photo?

2. What skills do you learn today that are similar to the students in Document 7a?

3. Examine Document 7b. What are students learning in this photo?

4. What skills do you learn today that are similar to the students in Document 7b?

OOKLIN COMNE
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Document 8: Buder, Leonard. “City to Abolish its Junior Highs, Shift Teachers,” New York
Times. 23 April 1965.

CITY TO ABOLISH
ITS JUNIOR HIGHS,
SHIFT TEACHER

By LEONARD BUDER

The Board of Education said
yesterday that it would abolish
its 138 junior high schools by
1973 and take other steps te
provide “excellence of educa-
tion” for the city’s one million
public school pupils.

To replace the junior high
schools, a new type of “inter-
mediate” schoo! will be estab-
lished to achieve racial and
econemic integration. The new
schools will start with the fifth
or sixth grade and run through
the eighth, in contrast to the
junior high schocls, which cover
the seventh, eighth and ninth
grades.

The creation of the inter-
mediate schools will be part
of a total reorganization of the
school system that will dramati-
cally alter the present pattern
of  education  here. The
elementary schools will lose
some grades to the intermediate
schools and the high schools
will take over the ninth grade
from the present junior high
schools,

The changes thus will ulti-
;mately affect every child who
iattends public school.
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1. Document 8 is about a plan to abolish junior high schools. How many schools
would be abolished?

2. Document 8 says that the junior high schools will be replaced by intermediate
schools. What reason does it give, in the second paragraph?

3. According to the third paragraph (at the top of the right column), which schools
will lose some grades? What will happen to ninth grade students?

4. What do you think was the impact on students of the changes described in
Document 87
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PS 307, York St. and Hud-
son Ave., to replace P§ 7
and relieve overecrowding in
PS 12, 46 and 287. Total estl~.

“niated cost, $2.4 million;

PS 40, Ralph Ave. and
Marion St., estimated fotal
cost, $2.6 million; bl

PS 615, Fourth Ave. and

wd

-86th St., estimated total cost,”

$1.7 million. This proposed

- new *600* school will provide
" additional facilities for prob-

lem children who cannot be
accomodated in regular dis-

i trict schools, and also provide

office space for the Board of
Education’s bureau of child

guidance.
The proposed new wing for

will cost $2 million.

Document 9a: “Seven New Schools Proposed For Boro,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 7 March

1963.

T
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School Names Honor -
> Noted Americans

The names of five figurespro-
minent on the American histori-
cal scene have been conferred by
the Board of Education uponpro-
foud new public school build-

ngs.

Three of those so honored were
Negroes, The others were pro-
_ minent in the world of music,

cally as PS 307, Brooklyn, to be
constructed at York St. and Hud-
Son Ave, ‘

PS 134, the Bronx, to'be built
in the vlclnity of FreemanSt.and
Hoe Ave., will be called the
George Frederick Bristow
School.,

The name of Arturo Toscanlnl

Those honored were George ‘famed conductor, will be con-

Washington Carver, famed Ne-
gro sclentist; Carter G, Wood-
son, quo educator; Daniel Hale
Willlams, = Negro
George Frcdtrick Bristow, vio-
linist, organist and opera com-
poser; and Arturo Toscanlnl the
conductor. -

The name of George Washing-
ton Carver was conferred upon
proposed new JHS 148, the Bronx,

tobebuﬂtntE 1698t and Thi
Ave.

PS 23 ~§x'm‘)k1y
structed 1n the vic Tomp-
kins and , Myrtle Avonuu in the
Bedforyd-Stuyvesant area will be
called the Carter G. Woodson
- School,

“  The Danle
- School will

Hale Williams
nown numeri-

physician;
new PS 49, the Bronx, to be built

ferred upon JHS 145, the Bronx,
to be constructed at E. 165 St. -
and Par; Ave, :

The board also decided that

at Third Ave. and E, 139 St,, will
be named the Willis Ave. School
because it will be part of the
Willis Ave. section of the Bronx,

In another action, the board de-
cided that the Brooklyn High
“8chool of Automotive Trades, 50
Bedford Ave.. near Nassau St.,
will henceforth be known as the
Automotive High School. The new
name more fully represénts the
school’s role as a central school
for the automotive trades which
accepts students without refer-
ence to locality or boroughlines,
officials explained.

Document 9b: “School Names Honor 5 Noted Americans,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 30 April
1963,

BRODKLYN CONNECTIONS |
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1. Look at Document 9a. According to the headline, what is it about?

2. Read Document 9a to find a paragraph about PS 307. According to this article,
what was the cost of building the school?

3. What year are Document 9a and Document 9b from? Why do you think PS 307
needed to be built at this time?

4. Read Document 9b. Who is PS 307 named after, and why is he important?
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Part one:

Part two:

Document 10: Untitled newspaper clipping. 1 Dec 1965. Brooklyn Archival Files, Brooklyn
Public Library, Brooklyn Collection.
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1. Examine Document 10. What year is it from?

2. Document 10 describes a “reverse enroliment program” that PS 307 was
participating in. According to the second paragraph of Document 10, what did
this mean?

3. According to part two of Document 10, what was the existing percentage of
students of color at PS 3077

4. Why do you think that the city decided to create a “reverse enrollment program™?
In your opinion, was it a good idea?
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Document 11a: 1969 Plan for New York City. Vol 3: Brooklyn. Page 36.
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Detail: School Utilization and Enroliment

PRIMARY
SCHOOLS

ps 71
PS 11
PS 20
PS 46
PS 56
PS 67
PS 270
PS 287
PS 307

TOTAL RRIMARY
MIDDLE
SCHOOLS

JS 265
JS 294

Document 11b: “Detail: School Utilization and Enrollment,” 1969 Plan for New York City.
Vol 3: Brooklyn. Page 37.

CONSTRUCT ION=
DATES AND TYPE 2

1882=8,03
1958

1951

1960

1966
1923,40462
1959

1953

1965

SCHOOL 5=

1958
1962

TOTAL MIDDLE SCHOOLS=

HIGH
SCHOOLS

BRODKLYN TECH

1933

WESTINGHOUSE V 1908462463

TOTAL HIGH SCHOOLS=

1 PS 7 IS PAIRED WITH PS 8

9

GRADES

K,5-6

K=6
K=t
K=6
K=5
K=&
K=5
K=6
K=6

=9
=9

9=12
9=12

AVERAGE

YRS OVER
OR UNDER
GRADE

*
=l.2
-7
=1.0
=-l.2
=1.3
- .6
=-l.2
- .8

=24
=2.0

*
2.3

CAPACITY AND ENROLLMENT AT PS 7 REPORTED WITH
PS 8 (SEE CORRESPONDING TABLE FOR BROOKLYN

PLANNING DISTRICT 6)

a EXCEPT AS NOTED, ALL SCHOOLS ARE OF

FIREPROOF CONSTRUCTION

B PARTIALLY FIREPROOF
X NOT AVAILABLE

1967 - 1968
ENROLLMENT CAPACITY
SPECIAL WHITE NEGRO PUERTO RICAN AVAIL= X OF OTHER
PROGRMS TOTAL NO T NO z NO z TOTAL SHORT+ UTIL ROOMS
sS 287> c204)
sS 963 33 3.4 796 B2.6 134 13.9 1088 = 125 88.5
sS 1379 213 15.4 881 63.8 285 20.6 1339 + 40 102.9 5 PORTABLES
sS 1028 42 4.0 553 53.7 433 42.1 1109 = B8l 92.6
sS 1126 10 .8 1054 93.6 62 5.5 1268 = 142 88.8
(33 1293 30 2.3 987 T6.3 276 21.3 1864 = 571 69.3
sS 928 44 4.7 646 69.6 238 25.6 1016 = 88 91.3
sS 712 29 4.0 469 65.8 214 30.0 885 = 173 B80.4
SS,MES 805 114 14.1 427 53.0 266 32.7 920 = 115 B87.5
8234 515 6.2 5813 T70.5 1906 23.1 9489 + 40 B86.7
=- 1295
55 1085 4T 4.3 675 62.2 363 33.4 1218 = 133 89.0
sS 1545 230 14.8 968 62.6 347 22.4 1494 + 51 103.4
2630 277 10.5 1643 62.4 710 26.9 2712 + 51 96.9
- 133
5505 4848 B840 503 9.1 154 2.7 5786 = 281 95.1
1979 682 34.4 691 34.9 606 30.6 1800 + 179 109.9
T484 5530 73.8 1194 15.9 760 10.1 7586 + 179 9B.6
- 281
CODE

§S: SPECIAL SERVICE SCHOOL
MES: MORE EFFECTIVE SCHOOL
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Examine Document 11a. This map shows schools. Find and circle PS 307.

. Do you see many other schools on this map near PS 3077 Explain what you think

the reason for this is.

Document 11b lists all the schools in this area of Brooklyn in 1969. According to
this chart, how many students were at PS 3077

. Compare the number of students at PS 307 with other schools on this list. Was it

greater than or less than other schools on this list?

. Learn about your school now. How many students attend PS 3077 Is this number

greater than or less than the number in 19697 Why do you think this is?
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Document 12: Buder, Leonard. “New York Schools Plan Grade Shift in Economy Move,”

New York Times. 21 April, 1976.

NEW YORK SCHOOLS
PLAN GRADE SHIFT
INECONOMY HOVE

5th and 6th Would Return
to Elementary System,
Ending *Middle’ Setup

By LEONARD BUDER

The Board of Education is:
considering a major change in
the organization of the school
system that would return all
fifth-grade and  sixth-grade
classes tn the elementary
schools, possibly saving the
hard-pressed  system nearly

$8.2 millinn a year.
The change would put a halt

to 10 years of movement to-
ward the development here of
a new type of middle school—
now known as the intermediate
school—that was intended to
cover the fifth through the
eighth grade of instruction and
replace the traditional junior
'high school.

BROOKLYN CONNECTIONS

NN

| The return of fifthi-grade and
sixth-grade classes to elementa-
ry - school jurisdiction would
mean the “bumping”—and
probable layoff—of 1,300 and
1,700 teachers now serving in
the intermediate and junior
high schools, according to the
board’s calculations.

It would also require the
elementary schools to add 950
to 1,250 teachers to their staffs
to accommodate the returned
pupils.

School History In Brooklyn Primary Source Packet



1. Look at Document 12. What grades are going to experience changes in
upcoming school changes?

2. Read the first paragraph of Document 12. How much money did the Board of
Education plan to save with school changes?

3. According to the second paragraph of Document 12, what impact would this
have on intermediate schools?

4. What impact do you imagine these changes would have on students?
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Document 13: “Charter Schools Gaining Support,” New York Times. 28 Feb 1998.

CHARTER SGHOOLS
GAINING SUPPORT

Black and Hispanic Parents
Are Backing Pataki Plan

By RAYMOND HERNANDEZ

ALBANY, Feb. 27 — As one of his
key proposals for improving public
education last year, Gov. George E.
Pataki championed parent-run
schools with freedom from many
state rules and practices only to see
the proposal blocked largely by his
Democratic rivals'in the Legislature
amid opposition from school admin-
istrators and the powerful teachers’
union.

But this year, the opposition bloc is
weakening as black and Hispanic
lawmakers come under pressure
from their constituents, inner-city
residents frustrated with the failures
of public education.

““Many black and Hispanic groups
have lost faith in the traditional edu-
cation system and are building these
new alliances,” said Joe Nathan, the
director for the Center for School
Change at the University of Minneso-
ta’s Humphrey Institute of Public
Affairs. “They believe that charter
schools will make a difference for
their youngsters.”

Supporters of charter schools,
here and elsewhere, cite recent stud-
ies concluding that competition in
public education does not create a
system of haves and have-nots but
rather improves performance for
students in both the alternative and

By far the most outspoken oppo-
nents of charter schools have been
school administrators who argue
that they divert attention and re-
sources from existing schools.
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1. Look at the headline for Document 13. What kind of schools is this article about?

2. Read the first paragraph of Document 13. What words are used to describe this
kind of school?

3. According to Document 13, what kind of parents are supporting these types of
schools?

4. Read the last paragraph of Document 13. Who is opposed to this type of school?
What reason is given?
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Document 14: “Introduction,” Creating Successful Magnet School Programs. US
Department of Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement: 2004.

Magnet schools gained prominence in education in the 1970s as a tool for achieving
voluntary desegregation instead of forced busing. An early study of magnet schools
sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education found that magnet schools were
developed first in large urban school districts seeking to reduce racial isolation in their
schools through voluntary means rather than with mandatory student assignment. The
educational programs at these magnet schools were modeled on well-established
specialty schools that offered advanced programs to selected students, such as Bronx
School of Science, Boston Latin School, and Lane Tech in Chicago. Early magnet school
programs mirrored specialty school themes such as mathematics, science, and the
performing arts. But magnet school programs were designed to be different in one very
important way—magnet school enroliment was driven by student choice based on

interest rather than selection of students by testing.

Some 30 years later, many districts continue to utilize magnet schools to reduce minority
group isolation; however, in the intervening years, the purposes of magnet schools have
continued to evolve and expand. When the federal Magnet Schools Assistance Program
was first authorized in 1985 its intent was to reduce, eliminate, or prevent minority group
isolation and provide instruction that would strengthen students’ knowledge and skills.
Expectations for magnet schools have broadened. Today, school districts are using them
to accomplish a range of important and related purposes: enhancing student learning
and narrowing the achievement gap, giving public school parents more choice in their
child’s education experience, and incubating innovative educational methods and

practices that can raise the bar for all schools.
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1. Read Document 14. According to the first paragraph, when were magnet schools
first created?

2. According to Document 14, what problem were magnet schools created to
solve?

3. According to the last sentence in paragraph one, how are magnet schools
different from other schools?

4. According to the last paragraph of Document 14, what can magnet schools
accomplish?
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BROOKLYN NEW

enrollment at PS 307

BYMARKMORALES Only 275 students attended Last year, only 27% of fourth. factory; we want to develop t]
NEW YORKDAILY NEWS PS 307 last June, which MOt graders could read at their grade  curriculum,” Davenport said,
SOARING math scores at a Vin- coming from the nearby Farra- Jevel, New parents at the scho

egar Hill public school has gutHouses, Now, the schoo] has Davenport, who admitted the ~ saiq they were thrilled with p
meant more than just pride for become so popular students are reading scores were “awful,” 30‘75,0 far. 3
its teachers and students: More  coming from as far as Bedford-  saig the school plans to yse tech-  “I'm happy with the schoo
than 100 new kids have enrolleq Stuyvesant, East Flatbush, M. nology to boost the reading  I'm comfortable with it and m
this year because of the fogt yo. wood and Prospect Heights.  scores like they did the math I;st lareRle;nung, Sa'df mo‘;‘
oy There’s even a PreKindergarten  scores. Ang i wants 80% of fa'é‘%? 2 mst°n' 46, of Be
Parents have been flockingto  waitlist of 14 students, a first for ~ students proficient in math and Och') b ‘g‘;ﬁ:‘ dad Blitah Walk
Public School 307 on York St. theschool. TO%proﬂcientinreading. 35 em_; li8dhssan }EIi'ah Jr'
since the end of last year when Only 22% of the school’s “If we don’t do this for our at’the' school after he feylt tHa
mathscores shot Upnearly46%.  fourth-graders were proficient community, we will lose oyr ¢hi]. boy’s previous schoo) . PS 287
“That hasn’t happened since in math in 2011 at the C-rated  dren, This school has to work,” = didn’t offer more than just
I've been here,” sajq Iongtime school, but after Davenport and said Davenport, reading, writing and math,
principalRobenaDavenport. her staff put an emphasis on ys- The school hgs also been “I felt like at (PS 307) there
Since]astSpring, 106 new stu- ingtechnology to teach difficult teaching children Mandarin as were far more opportunities,”
dents have been enrolled at the math concepts, scores shot up  wellas providing them with my. said Walker. “They offer so
school, with 56 registering kids  and 68% met the statestandard,  gje classes and afterschool pro- many different activitjes, [ can
on the first two days of the But even though math scores gramsto keep them busy. see him graduating from there
X schoolyear. rose,readjnglevelswerestiHlow. “This isn’t just a test-taking mmorales@nydailynews.com
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1. Look at the headline for Document 16. What caused an increase in enrollment at
PS 3077

2. Read the first paragraph of Document 16. How many new students enrolled at
PS 307, after math scores went up?

3. According to Document 16, what did PS 307 do to improve math scores?

4. In your opinion, how do you think PS 307 changed after more students enrolled?
Why do you think that?
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GLOSSARY

Abolish — to end something

Bribery -- persuading someone to do something dishonest or illegal by giving money or
some other kind of gift

Busing — a practice of transporting children from their own neighborhood to school in a
different neighborhood, in order to create racially integrated schools

Corporate stock — a type of ownership of part of a company, by an investor
Deficiency — not having enough of something
Dilapidated -- something that is run down and falling apart

Huguenots — a religious group from France that faced persecution in the 16" and 17
century and moved to other countries, including the United States, as refugees

Isolation — to place a person or thing alone or apart from other things
Mandatory — something that is required

Voluntary — something that a person chooses to do
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