7% ﬂ\““‘“ \

Y4

A
JGCOVER
' /

LRI t'l'»1"\'1|'ll
: g 10N

GENTRIFICATION IN BROOKLYN

PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET

Disinvestment, redlining, renewal, and inequality through the
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INTRODUCTORY READING

How can we understand the process of gentrification? By examining a single
neighborhood — Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn — we can learn about factors that make a
place vulnerable for gentrification. These factors include disinvestment, redlining, and
renewal.

Disinvestment is a key factor in preparing a neighborhood for gentrification.
Disinvestment happens when a place is no longer maintained: residents or landlords
cannot afford to take care of their properties or choose not to spend money on property
that they do not think is valuable; and the city does not take care of infrastructure such as
roads, parks, and public transit.

One cause of disinvestment is redlining. Redlining resulted after the federal government
made maps in the 1930s that designated certain parts of major cities to be a poor
investment for banks, and so residents in these areas could not obtain bank mortgages
or loans to purchase or repair homes. As a result, these neighborhoods fell into disrepair.

Neighborhoods that have faced disinvestment become opportunities for renewal.
Governments, companies, or private individuals see cheap, run-down property that they
can buy and fix up. Renewal usually results in increased property value and new
business opportunities in the neighborhood, but this can also mean increased rent and
taxes for existing residents. This type of neighborhood renewal, which increases the
value of a neighborhood, is known as gentrification. Increased value and benefits of
renewal are not necessarily shared equally by all neighborhood residents.

According to the Center for Disease Control:

Gentrification is often defined as the transformation of neighborhoods from low
value to high value. This change has the potential to cause displacement of long-
time residents and businesses. Displacement happens when long-time or original
neighborhood residents move from a gentrified area because of higher rents,
mortgages, and property taxes.

Gentrification is a housing, economic, and health issue that affects a community’s
history and culture and reduces social capital. It often shifts a neighborhood’s
characteristics (e.g., racial/ethnic composition and household income) by adding
new stores and resources in previously run-down neighborhoods.'

CITATION: Hoyer, Jen. “Introduction to Gentrification.” Brooklyn Connections, Brooklyn
Public Library. 2019.

! “Health Effects of Gentrification,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyplaces/healthtopics/gentrification.htm
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“Sheet 12L.” Atlas of the Borough of Brooklyn, City of New York, Vol 2, 1904.

Accessed through Fire Insurance Maps Online.
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1. Document 1is an atlas page showing part of Bedford-Stuyvesant, What year is
this atlas page from?

2. List four streets that you see on the atlas page in Document 1:

3. The pink and yellow squares on Document 1 are buildings. Look closely to find
the names written on some of these buildings. List four building names here:

4. |If you lived in this neighborhood, where do you imagine that you would go to
have fun with your friends outdoors?
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Document 2a (above):
Tompkins Park. 191?. Brooklyn
Public Library, Brooklyn
Collection.

Summary: Image is one of a
set: interior views of people,
including library patrons and
employees, in reading room at
the Tompkins Park Branch of
Brooklyn Public Library
located in Tompkins Park.

Document 2b (right): “Public
School 79, Kosciusko St, near
Throop Ave,” Brooklyn Eagle
Postal Card, Series 51, No.
303. [1906]. Brooklyn Public
Library, Brooklyn Collection.

—
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BRODKLYN CONNECTID

Brookryn EaGrLE PostaL Carp, SEeries 51, No. 303.

PusLic ScrooL 79, Koscrusko St., NEAR THROOP AVE,



1. Document 2a shows a library that used to exist in Tompkins Park. Place an X on
Document 1, where you think this was located.

2. Describe the people you see in Document 2a. What are they wearing? What are
they doing?

3. Examine Document 2b. What is the name of this building?

4. Place an X on Document 1, to mark the location of the building shown in
Document 2b.

5. Describe the neighborhood you see in Document 2b: the people, the streets,
and the environment.
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Documents 3a and 3b: Jaffe, Bernard M. Story Hour in Tompkins Park, [195-?] Brooklyn
Public Library, Brooklyn Collection. Two photos from a set of five.
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1. Look at Documents 3a and 3b. Where were these photographs taken?

2. According to the caption for Documents 3a and 3b, what are the people in these
photographs doing?

3. Describe the people that you see in Documents 3a and 3b. List four
observations:

4. Compare the people in Documents 3a and 3b with the people enjoying the
library at the same location in Document 2a. How are they the same? How are
they different?
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Document 4a: Residential Security Map. Home Owners' Loan Corporation, 1938.



Document 4b: “D8.” Area Description — Security Map of New York City. Home Owners'
Loan Corporation, 1937.
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1. Document 4a is a map. What year was it created?

2. According to the legend on Document 4a, what does the color red mean?

3. This map in Document 4a was created to tell banks which neighborhoods were
good to invest money in, and which ones were bad. Based on this, which color
from the legend do you think shows “good” neighborhoods? Which color
represents “bad” neighborhoods?

4. The map in Document 4a is often known as a “redlining map”. Why do you think
it is called this?

5. Document 4b is a description of area D8 on the map. Place an X on area D8 on
the map. (Hint: it is the neighborhood we call Bedford-Stuyvesant.)

6. “Detrimental influences” means bad characteristics of the neighborhood. On
Document 4b, what detrimental influences are listed for this neighborhood?
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Document 5: Excerpts, “Brooklyn Community Planning District 3,” Plan for New York City:
A Proposal. New York City Planning Commission, 1969.

Bedford-Stuyvesant is the heart of the largest ghetto in the nation. It is dilapidated
housing, shabbily maintained parks, dingy streets, widespread unemployment and high
crime rates are an indictment of the past and a challenge for today.

Though severely troubled, it is not simply a vast, oppressive slum. There are many streets
with well-maintained architecturally distinguished houses. A growing number of resident
black professionals, businessmen and concerned citizens want to help their community,
not leave it. The community is well organized and politically sophisticated.

Population
According to the 1960 Census, the population of Bedford-Stuyvesant in 1960 was 72
percent black, 12 percent Puerto Rican and 16 percent white.

Since then the black component has increased to 76 percent and the Puerto Rican to 15
percent. Whites now constitute only 10 percent of the population. Most of the whites in
the area are old; the largest segment of the black population is under 30.

Housing within the district provides a sharp contrast: some is among the worst in the City;
but in the historic district north and west it is good to excellent.

Education

In the last two decades 20 new schools have been constructed in this district. Yet there
is extensive overcrowding, particularly in the intermediate level, and there are more than
1,000 children who do not receive a full day’s instruction.

Shopping

The historical center of the community is the intersection of Nostrand and Fulton Street.
Most residents, however, do their major shopping in downtown Brooklyn, only a few
minutes away by subway or bus.

The main problem in the district is the lack of convenient clusters of retail shops. There
are several commercial strips in very poor condition, with a substantial number of
vacancies.

Residents have complained about relatively high prices charged for low-quality food.
There are also complaints that stores raise their prices the day welfare checks are
issued.

Recreation
Open space is at a premium and recreation facilities are poor.

Health
Health facilities are inadequate to serve this heavily populated district.
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1. Read the first paragraph of Document 5. What words are used to describe
Bedford-Stuyvesant?

2. Compare the words used to describe Bedford-Stuyvesant in Document 5 with
your observations of the neighborhood from Documents 2a, 2b, 3a, and 3b.
What similarities or differences do you find?

3. Read the Population section of Document 5. According to this text, who lives in
Bedford-Stuyvesant? How does this compare to your observations of people in
the neighborhood in Documents 2a, 2b, 3a, and 3b?

4. What year was Document 5 written?

5. What do you think happened between the time that Documents 2a, 2b, 3a,
and 3b were created, and Document 5 was written, to cause the changes you
have observed?
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Document 6a (left): “Residents Make A
Clean Sweep of Nine Blocks.” Daily News.

A tlean sweep 16 May, 1968.

Document 6b (below): Operation Clean

: Sweep. Civil Rights in Brooklyn Collection,
, I“e oc S Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn

Collection.
By DENIS McKEQOWN

Porch railings, tires, old TVs, stoves, bedsprings,
gofas and the proverbial kitchen sink lined Hosciusko St
from Marey Ave. to Broadway yesterday morning as part
of a Bedford-Stuyvesant self-help sanitation effort.

One fanitation man shook his head as he watched
his men struggle with the mnunds of refuse and said “it's

always a surprise.

HWe estimeted G0 loads to be
pleled ap todar, ‘but it end up | L L]
being 70 to B0y loads" {

The one-day serviee was Ep-bn-i
gored by the Bidford-Stuyvesant |
Chamber of Commerce, Nelghs |
borhood  Cowneil,  Restoration
Corp.,, Youth In Action, the
Central Brooklyn Coordinating
Couneil and the areas Model
Cities Sanitation Committee,

School Kids Help

Even schoolehildren helped the
city sanitation mer during their
luneh breal,

The Sanitation Department’s
District  Buperintendent, Hili
Bianchetts, took the day in stride
and called the strip of Koscinzko
5S¢ between Summner and Lewis
Aves, “the largest trash csche”
of the day.

The mountainous furniture and
bulky-item collestion iz part of &
self-help series sponsored hy the
department's ~Seif-Help Oifiee,
Lenflets preceded the eollaction |
date - allowing residenks time fo)
preaper their garbage for piel-

“iup. B _

m——
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Examine the photograph in Document 6b. Describe what you see on the street.

. Read Document 6a. According to this newspaper article, what did people in the

neighborhood do?

. What streets are named in Document 6a? Look back at Document 1, and circle

any of these streets that you find on the atlas page.

Describe the changes that you see from Documents 2a, 2b, 3a, and 3c to
Document 6b.

. Think about the changes that you have observed in this neighborhood. Why do

you think they happened?
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Document 7: “Map 11: Combined distribution by zip code of mortgages issued by the surveyed banks
during 1975 on properties located in Brooklyn,” Take the Money and Run! Redlining in Brooklyn. New
York Public Interest Research Group, Inc., 1976. Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Collection.
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Document 7 is a map showing which neighborhoods in Brooklyn were given the
most mortgages by Brooklyn banks. Bedford-Stuyvesant is numbered 33 on this
map; find it and place an X on the neighborhood.

. According to the legend on Document 7, how many mortgages were issues in

Bedford-Stuyvesant in the year 19757

Use the legend on Document 7. Which neighborhood received the most
mortgages? Which neighborhoods received the least?

. A mortgage is a bank loan of money to help someone buy a home. Banks used

the map in Document 4a to decide which neighborhoods were good to invest
mortgages into.

If the bank will not give very many mortgages to people, what impact do you
infer this would have on the neighborhood?

. The map in Document 7 was created by a group of student researchers, in 1976.

Why do you think these students wanted to do research on banks and
mortgages in Brooklyn?
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Documept 8a: Restoration Building Spruce Up. Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration
Corporation. No date. Martha Gayle Collection, Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Collection.

BEDFORD STUYVESANT RESTORATION CORPORATION,
1368 FULTON STREET, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11216  2i2/635-3300

RESTORATION BUILDING SPRUCE UP

Dear Homeowner:

Your house is preliminarily eligible to receive work on
its facade for only $125. It may be patched and painted. Your
sidewalks may be repaired, missing trees replaced and much
more. ‘

How Did This Program Come About ?

All of this is made possible with Federal funds that came
to New York City and is administered by the Department of
Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD™). Bedford
Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation negotiated with HPD for
the funds.

How Can The Homeowner Benefit from it?

The value of your house will increase and the neighborhood
may be a better place to live.

Tell all the homeowners on your block about it. We would
like 100% participation by all homeowners.

What Should I Do To Take Advantage of the Program ?

Call us at 636-7869 or 7870 and say you want to participate
in the HPD program and we will take care of the rest.

Very truly yours,

‘ oA 4

CVA:kj Collin V. Artis
Director, Contract Services

McDONOQUGH STREET (BETWEEN TOMPKINS & THROOP)

E———— =
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Preservation Notes/Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities/October 1976

& X ’1 T e 4

BROOKLYN Bedford-Stuyvesant building row

BEDFORD-STUY VESANT

The May 1976 issue of the AlA Powledge on Brooklyn’s  Bedford-
Journal features a fine article by Fred  Stuyvesant urban success story. Con-
ceived in 1966 by the late Robert F.

Y QR , Kennedy for the mnation’s seeond
PRESERVATION NOTES largest black ghetto (after Chicago’s

Vol. XII, No. 3 October 1976 . :
ks Pouis Van Linw S()llth’ .q.llll‘)‘ Fh(‘. vehiele  was  an
Editos organization which came to be called
Published three times a year Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Corp.
Socicty for the Presevation of Restoration efforts included writing

Long Island Antiquitics

93 North Country Road il ; :
Setauket, Long Island, N.Y. 11733 building an  architecturally-pleasing
516-941.9444 shopping center, and a housing re-
habilitation program that is a runaway
success. Records now show that 3,074
CONTENTS homes have had their faces lifted. The

building row seen in the above

mortgages for the area’s brownstones,

Brooklyn 2 photograph is to be apartments on the
Queens 3 upper floors while the street level
Nassau 4 portions will be used for commercial
Revolving Funds 5 purposes.

Suffolk 9

AIA Journal, May 1976, page 4

)

-

Document 8b: “Preservation Notes: Bedford Stuyvesant,” AIA Journal, May 1976, p 4.
Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Collection.

= e
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Examine Document 8a. What is the name of the organization listed at the top of
the document?

. According to Document 8a, what assistance is being provided to homeowners?

What benefits will they receive?

Examine Document 8b. What year is this article from?

. According to Document 8b, how many homes in Bedford-Stuyvesant have been

restored?

. According to Document 8b, what organization has made this restoration work

possible?
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“Ci i 9b: “Bedford-Stuyvesant /
Document 9a: “City to auction 88 Document é
buildings,” NY Daily News, 23 June 1981. They Find Support for Art Center”, New
’ York Newsday, 29 July 1986.

~ City to auction
. /. 88 buildings  —

| BEDFORD-STUYVESANT / They
| =< Find Support for Art Center
/ ity real estate officials will -~ .
I auftli?n 88 city-owned bu:ldmisi _\Z‘
.and lots, including two oin- |
schools, tha; lwi located ]
on July 1. ) . :
BmT(;'lk;yll'i}rooklyn properties u_ull
go on the auction block starl]:pg
at 1:15 p.m. at the ;tmc;cc
headquarters auditorium a qd
Police Plaza in Manhattan, ?’a:o
Commissioner James F. Capalin
of the city’'s General Services
ment. )
De%:;]r: two schools the city seeks
to sell are former PS 79 at} Kos- =
ciusko St. and Throop A\e.iég:ﬁ},_‘_‘
Bedford-Stuyvesant, andl PSl g:‘»t T
at Throop Ave. near Whipple I e“} g
in Williamsburg. The upset pr;S :
for PS 79 is $12,000 and for :
. 166, $100,000. . _

‘; "Wehavammorengwfnmwithu’_'ﬂ
3 said. “The idea now is to hold a neigh- |
¥ borhood clean-up party to clean up the lot'in
4
N
=
i

oA w-w_._;_l sonop

&mtaru.Andthenwededdsdthn,this&leg.n :
woulddevelopanogen-urex!uhtmt.heht 35 ring
sai

Al Orensanz thatanya_rtiauwho_anin--a

Document 9c¢: “New Shopping Hub: Convenience, Quality, Safety,” Daily News, 11 August
1975.

* Lo By'BRYANT MASON ;

- A few ‘curious residents have already'dis-

- covered Bedford Stuyvesant’s newest "shop- -/

piug center at the corner of Fulton St. and:
New York Ave, although the official opening

is two months away. - . i aedion

“ But shoppers will be shoppers and ‘that means y
being irrepressible, In this central Brooklyn eom- ©:

munity, like elsewhere,- housewives have detected -,

where to find savings for their dollars. They, have

found quality merchandise at three stores which have ft
jumped the gun and opened for business,

" “It's great because it’s clean and decent a-.m.i‘it Shop‘"operafors Russel[_
attempts to serve the community in a fea] way,” said - Lueas, Reginald Shell,’
- — “Lornazo Yaughn and Bob-
NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT Viola (L to r.) talk about -

the restoration at Fulton

-4 Bedford-S‘l'uyYesuni- Si. Twenty-nine more
. 'sho) re due to open i
Sh{zl'ry-DqCa‘mva, 28, about the center. She was push- ns g 1 1 ho Oll o
- ing . sboller with her 2-year-old daughter, Susan, - = Rew Dlaza shortly,
throngh~the" attractive and spacious offstreet shop- s \
plu}i‘ip_la_za. gl i oA News photo by Ed Melinari
Hailing the arrival of the first three shops, a g P

.men's clothing ‘store, a leather and suede boutique .
and a denim specialty shop, Mrs. DeCarava is anx- . i 3
lously awaiting the opening of the other 29 stores. . .. Lucas, owner of {he leather boutique, ¥For the pas t+ ty,” said Bob Viola, regional manager, “mainly be-
- iThe new shopping center means she will have to  three years he operated a smaller-store on Franklin cause we found we
walk-ouly two blocks from her home to find a super- - Ave, and St John'

; were spending large sums of © .
] i ; A super . s Place, but fe]tﬁe wasn't getting . money advertising in suburbs where we are mostly .
- market, clothing stores, boutiques, a ‘bank, utility - “enough exposure. . - g ‘= located, but we were mot really reaching the eight
companies and doctors’, dentists’ and lawyers’ offices, '*+ 'He is paying three fimes the rent, but Lucas feels million people of this ecity.” A o
According to a study completed by Restoration ~ the investment ‘to move into a bigger location will Attractive aspects of the shopping center will be
Development Corp., The developers, the shoppmg cen- °  pay off because of the businesg potential, the Monday and Thursday late night shopping hours
E:ilt' ::lb]} be ea:sﬂy'xeac}f;gi by.I&0,0DO other residents = T!:;_ d]enimdsiésre, éir;ith ,BOhnuglets i_n~N(iw Jersey,  and around the clock security, s .
g AT veminutes walking dista Ciy o an g anteenn < NeW York and’Go niacticutio has; alveady  abtracted a r #6 hothe $6.1 L million s shopping eenter has’ ‘115,000 ~
it Vt;?l fiizihg int dod-ﬁuﬂ??y{mbrt;'ﬁhn‘& T 'ﬂﬁ;}e clien é-|-heea¥|:f & of iadvditising. iR ¥ fid b Rs‘ i g o el
Resk MO to 1t we do thisUGHd BN R 'f*déi%g&éd' 6™ Toca's) . rlmunt

L quare feet ofi xotail pace and 78,0001 dquaseifeet lof i
" “The corp § 0 e e i

W PN e 0 e & B s
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Examine Document 9a. What building on Kosciusko Street is being sold?

. Look back at Document 1 and find the building on Kosciuzko Street that is being

sold. Circle it on the atlas page.

. According to Document 9b, someone has purchased this building on Kosciuzko

Street. What was this building originally created for? What is it going to be used
for now?

Documents 9a and 9b show us how Bedford Stuyvesant is changing. According
to the headline of Document 9¢, what other big change is coming to the
neighborhood?
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Photo by Lee Romero

Cynthia Prince waves a placard in protest yesterday over a new city housing program planned for Bedford-Stuyvesani.

By M.P. McQueen

Marching and chanting through rub-
ble-strewn streets lined with ram-
shackle and abandoned apartment
buildings, about 50 protesters demon-
strated yesterday against a massive
new city housing program planned for
Bedford-Stuyvesant.

The protesters, led by organizers

from the Association of Community Or-

ganizations for Reform Now (ACORN),

housing planned for the Brooklyn
neighborhood will be too expensive for

even displace tnem.
“We will not be pushed out of Bed-

f

ford-Stuyvesant!” said Gwendolyn Ja-
cobs, a 20-year resident of the area and
a leader of the march. “The city is go-
ing to spend $51 million on housing but
we can’t afford any of it. We want to
have input on any plan regarding the
community.”

Nearly 1,300 units of new and reha-
bilitated housing are slated for the area

under the Saratoga Square housing |
. plan, announced last spring by Mayor
said they were concerned that new | Edwa_lrd L Koch. "Ihe development, ex-
. tending approximately from Ralph

Avenue to Saratoga Avenue and from

the majority of area residents and may - Bainbridge‘ S““j’et' to At,l_antic Aveml_u,
Ay + would consist of two-family homes built

¢ under a partnership of the city Depart-

SR T SR .
ment ol Housig + . servation and De

uuuuu

velopment, Brooklyn Borough Presi-
dent Howard Golden’s office and the
New York City Partnership.

City Council Members Enoch Wil-
liams and Mary Pinkett, who represent
the area, support the plan which calls
for building 858 homes and renovating
428 existing homes. The development
would receive city, state and borough
subsidies of as much as $40,000 per
| unit to enable families earning a mini-
{ mum of $30,000 a year to buy new
. homes. Rental units would be afforda-
i ble to families making $20,000 a year,
' said Catie Marshall, assistant commis-

Document 10: “Housing’s Income Scale Draws Protesters,” New York Newsday, 29

October 1989.
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1. Document 10 tells us about the reaction to a new project in Bedford-Stuyvesant.
Read paragraphs one and two: what is being planned for the neighborhood?

2. According to paragraphs one and two of Document 10, why are people in
Bedford-Stuyvesant protesting this plan?

3. Read paragraph three of Document 10. What is Gwendolyn Jacobs worried will
happen to people who currently live in Bedford-Stuyvesant?

4. Do you think that the plan described in Document 10 is good for the
neighborhood? Why or why not? Explain your answer.
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Document 11: “New
money floods old Bed-

Stuy.” Daily News, 28 April

2002.
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)’ Manhattun to buy homes here,”

By JOYCE SHELBY

DALY NEWS STAFF WRITER
When Sharonnie Perry was growing up on Macon
St. in Bedford-Stuyvesant; everyone knew everyone
else’s name, and a visit to Grandma's house meant
going upstairs — or to the brownstone next door

Perry was born
and raised in the SI
landmarked section B
of DBedford-Stuyve- [/%
sant  known as |4
Stuyvesant Heights, §
The residential area
is one of Brooklyn's
oldest communities.

Now the long-time African-
American neighborhood that
Perry, 47, has ulways called
home is changing in a way that
worries some local people. With
demand on the rise for classic
brownstones and rowhouses in
stable neighborhoods, a new
generation of buyers is discover-
ing Stuyvesant Heights,

Offers of up to $600,000 for
their homes are oo much for
some old-timers w0 resist. and
the result 13 a steaay rise in the
neighborhood's gentnifi

“We have people coming from
out of state, frum Fort Greene,
Clinton Hill, Park Siope and

OTLI Q,.I-{'_I‘ ON ng:.nve generations
i e “My father and
14 my grandmaother

WESANI l?tough [[.5 Cl ‘l).IZU\\- n-
HEIGHTS& one 65 years ago

for less than

$10,000," Perry
said. “And he owned a business
right across the .street from our
house,

“After my parents married,
they shared the house with my
father's mother und sister. Just
before | was born, my father
bought the brownsione next
door from an elderly Irish cou-

L7

said Tohma Faulkner, president
of the Brownstoners of Bedford-
Stuyvesant.

The neighborhood has been
predominantly  African-Ameri-
can since World War Il; the new
arrivals are from other racial
and ethnic groups as well.

“We are coneerned that minor-
itles will be  pushed  out,”
Faulkner said. "That would be
wrong. We've been in this area
since the 1700s."

Growing demand

The city's Landmarks Cormn-
mission designated Stuyvesant
Heights a historic district in
1971 because of its classic two-
story, threesstory and four-story
brownsiones und limestones

The houses are i nigh de-
mand — with prices 1o mach.

They go lor anywhere from
$350,000 10 3600,000
“lohave o waating "o
irles Alwell of Stuyvesam

Heights Rewl Eswule.
Melinag Magnett, present of
the Brookiyn Corcoran Group *
~udded, "Compared to Brooklyn
Heights, where there may be
" une or lwo brownstones avuaile
uble, Stuyvesant Heights does
nuve u few muoref Butl we have
aiung lists — und we have solit

with overbids.”
Perry's lamily moved into the
neighborhood 1rom North Caro-

BONNSTONE CHARM
{'1Jmih1 Y Ll “tﬁ! Teacher Diana Fuller leads second-

graaers from PS 262 past historic brownstones on MacDonough St.

Locals feeling the squeeze

ple.”

The second brownstone is still
home to the five Perry children,
their children und grandchil-
dren. Perry's youngest sister
and her fumily actually reside in
the house, while Perry, who
owns an  exterminating  busi-
ness, and her family live a few
blocks away.

As the chairwoman of Commu-
iy Board 3 and distriet director
for Rep. Ed Towns (D-Brook-
iyn), Perry still knows most of
the people in the neighborhood.

Stuyvesant Heights was estab-
lished in the 1890s aund named
ufter Peter Stuyvesant, the direc-
lor generul of New Netherland
during the 1600s. The neighbor-
ing community of Bedford dates
to the 1600s when Duteh farm-
ers bought land from the Canar-
see Indians.,
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Document 11 is a newspaper article. What year is it from?

Read the first paragraph of Document 11. Where did Sharonnie Perry grow up?

Paragraphs 3 and 4 of Document 11 say:

Now the long-time African-American neighborhood that Perry, 47, has always
called home is changing in a way that worries some local people. With demand
on the rise for classic brownstones and rowhouses in stable neighborhoods, a
new generation of buyers is discovering Stuyvesant Heights.

Offers of up to $600,000 for their homes are too much for some old-timers to
resist, and the result is a steady rise in the neighborhood’s gentrification.

According to this text, what change is happening in the neighborhood?

4.

Why do you think that people are interested in moving to Bedford-Stuyvesant?
Think about the material you examined in Documents 8 and 9, and how this may
contribute to people moving to Bedford-Stuyvesant.
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DID YOU KNOW...

People are using
inﬁmidaﬁon '|'C|C1'iCS Documents 12a and 12b:

Stand Up Bed Stuy flyers, from
“Anti-Gentrification Fliers

1.0 fO rce Plastered Throughout

Stuyvesant Heights in Bed

fh e E L D E R LY 'I'o leli&;”z%q%%vnstoner.com, 1
sell their property?

Shut it DOWN

BED-STUY

#standupbedstuy #thelas LANDGRABBERS

REALTY CORP.

Free “"‘”“

if you sell your
GRANDMA'S
DEED!

' THA T ™™

Show these developers
WE OWN THIS HOOD.

Shut it DOWN BED-STUY

—1
—
)|

#standupbedstuy #thelastsupper




1. Examine Document 12a. What warning is it giving to residents of Bedford-
Stuyvesant?

2. Document 12b is an example of satire, which uses humor, exaggeration, and
irony to expose an issue.
A deed is a document that gives ownership of a house. What does this satirical
poster say you could receive for selling the deed of a family member?

3. Reflect on Document 12a and Document 12b. How does the creator of these
posters feel about selling property in Bedford-Stuyvesant? Why do you think they
feel that way?
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OFFICE OF THE NEW YORK STATE COMPTROLLER

Thomas P. DiNapoli, State Comptroller

Kenneth B. Bleiwas, Deputy Comptroller

An Economic Snapshot of
the Bedford-Stuyvesant Neighborhood

Major Findings

* The population in Bedford-Stuyvesant grew
by 34 percent between 1980 and 2015, faster
than the citywide rate of growth.

= The immigrant population has grown by one-
third since 2000, far faster than in Brookhym or
in the City as a whole.

= The number of businesses has increased by
T3 percent since 2000, the fourth-fastest rate
of growth among New York City's 55 Census-
defined neighborhoods.

» Private sector employment has increased by
45 percent since the end of the recession,
exceeding 17,000 jobs in 2016.

» The retail trade and the leisure and

hospitality sectors had the largest job gains
between 2009 and 2016.

» |n 2015, there was a wide disparity in median
household incomes between new residents
($50,200) and long-term residents (528,000).

» The number of households with incomes
below the federal poverty level has increased
by 13 percent since the end of the recession.

+ The share of households that devoted more
than 30 percent of their incomes to rent

increased from 47 percent to 55 percent
between 2005 and 2015.

= Residents suffer from above-average
incidences of chronic health problems.

= Yiolent cnime fell by 44 percent between
2000 and 2016, hut crime remains a concerm.

Bediord-Stuyvesant is one of the many
neighborhoods in Brooklyn to expenence a
resurgence. In the past 15 years, the population
has grown by one-quarter and now exceeds
150,000 people. Most of the growth has heen
driven by an influx of new residents, which has
changed the neighborhood’'s composition.

Mew residents are attracted to the
neighhorhood's brownstones, relatively low
haousing costs and close proximity to Manahattan.
With a sharp decrease in crime and an increase
in restaurants, cafés, bars, retail shops and live
enteriainment, Bedford-Stuyvesant is becoming a
popular place to live and work.

Many of the new residents are immigrants, white,
or young, and are likely to have higher incomes
than long-term residents. Their arrival has put
pressure on housing costs, making it increasingly
less affordable for long-term residents, especially
seniors, to remain in the neighborhood.

In the past 15 years, Bedford-Siuyvesant's
economy has grown much faster than the City's
economy as a whole. The neighborhood now has
more than 1,900 businesses, and its employment
has reached a record level. The retail trade and
the leisure and hospitality sectors have registerad
the largest job gains.

Gentrification has brought economic growth and
new cpportunities to Bediford-Stuyvesant, but the
benefits have not been shared by all residents.
Many long-term residents still face challenges.
Mew York State and Mew York City have
announced initiatives to address poverty, housing
affordability and healthcare, which will improve
conditions for all Bedford-Stuyvesant residents.

Document 13: An Economic Snapshot of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Neighborhood. Office
of the State Deputy Comptroller for the City of New York, September 2017.

[
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1. Document 13 is a city document summarizing issues in Bedford-Stuyvesant in
2017. According to the list of Major Findings, how much did the neighborhood
population grow between 1980 and 20157

2. The word disparity means “difference.” According to the list of major findings,
what is the disparity of income between new residents and long-term residents
of Bedford-Stuyvesant?

3. According to the second paragraph in the right-hand column of Document 13,
why do people want to move to Bedford-Stuyvesant?

4. Read the last paragraph of the right-hand column in Document 13. What has
gentrification brought to Bedford-Stuyvesant? What impact has this had on long-
term residents?
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GLOSSARY

Deed: a legal document that is signed and delivered, especially one regarding the
ownership of property or legal rights.

Disinvestment: the withdrawal or reduction of an investment.
Disparity: a great difference.

Invest: spend money with the expectation of receiving a profit by putting it into financial
projects, shares, or property, or by using it to develop a commercial business.

Irony: to express something by using language that normally signifies the opposite,
usually for humorous effect.

Mortgage: a legal agreement by which a bank lends money at interest in exchange for
taking title (deed) of the debtor's property, with the condition that debtor receives the
title back upon the payment of the debt.

Redlining: to refuse a loan or insurance to someone because they live in an area that is
considered a poor financial investment.

Renewal: replacing or repairing something that is worn out, run-down, or broken.
Restore: to bring something back to its original condition.
Satire: the use of humor, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criticize people's

stupidity or vices, particularly in the context of contemporary politics and other current
issues.
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