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INTRODUCTORY READING  

 
How can we understand the process of gentrification? By examining a single 
neighborhood – Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn – we can learn about factors that make a 
place vulnerable for gentrification. These factors include disinvestment, redlining, and 
renewal. 
 
Disinvestment is a key factor in preparing a neighborhood for gentrification. 
Disinvestment happens when a place is no longer maintained: residents or landlords 
cannot afford to take care of their properties or choose not to spend money on property 
that they do not think is valuable; and the city does not take care of infrastructure such as 
roads, parks, and public transit. 
 
One cause of disinvestment is redlining. Redlining resulted after the federal government 
made maps in the 1930s that designated certain parts of major cities to be a poor 
investment for banks, and so residents in these areas could not obtain bank mortgages 
or loans to purchase or repair homes. As a result, these neighborhoods fell into disrepair. 
 
Neighborhoods that have faced disinvestment become opportunities for renewal. 
Governments, companies, or private individuals see cheap, run-down property that they 
can buy and fix up. Renewal usually results in increased property value and new 
business opportunities in the neighborhood, but this can also mean increased rent and 
taxes for existing residents. This type of neighborhood renewal, which increases the 
value of a neighborhood, is known as gentrification. Increased value and benefits of 
renewal are not necessarily shared equally by all neighborhood residents. 
 
According to the Center for Disease Control: 
 

Gentrification is often defined as the transformation of neighborhoods from low 
value to high value. This change has the potential to cause displacement of long-
time residents and businesses. Displacement happens when long-time or original 
neighborhood residents move from a gentrified area because of higher rents, 
mortgages, and property taxes.  
 
Gentrification is a housing, economic, and health issue that affects a community’s 
history and culture and reduces social capital. It often shifts a neighborhood’s 
characteristics (e.g., racial/ethnic composition and household income) by adding 
new stores and resources in previously run-down neighborhoods.1 

 
CITATION: Hoyer, Jen. “Introduction to Gentrification.” Brooklyn Connections, Brooklyn 
Public Library. 2019. 
  

                                                      
1 “Health Effects of Gentrification,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyplaces/healthtopics/gentrification.htm 
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Document 1: “Sheet 12L.” Atlas of the Borough of Brooklyn, City of New York, Vol 2, 1904. 
Accessed through Fire Insurance Maps Online. 
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1. Document 1 is an atlas page showing part of Bedford-Stuyvesant, What year is 
this atlas page from? 

 

 

 

 

2. List four streets that you see on the atlas page in Document 1: 

•  

•  

•  

•  

 

3. The pink and yellow squares on Document 1 are buildings. Look closely to find 
the names written on some of these buildings. List four building names here: 

•  

•  

•  

•  

 

4. If you lived in this neighborhood, where do you imagine that you would go to 
have fun with your friends outdoors? 
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Document 2a (above): 
Tompkins Park. 191?. Brooklyn 
Public Library, Brooklyn 
Collection. 
 
Summary: Image is one of a 
set: interior views of people, 
including library patrons and 
employees, in reading room at 
the Tompkins Park Branch of 
Brooklyn Public Library 
located in Tompkins Park. 
 
Document 2b (right): “Public 
School 79, Kosciusko St, near 
Throop Ave,” Brooklyn Eagle 
Postal Card, Series 51, No. 
303. [1906]. Brooklyn Public 
Library, Brooklyn Collection. 
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1. Document 2a shows a library that used to exist in Tompkins Park. Place an X on 
Document 1, where you think this was located. 
 

 

2. Describe the people you see in Document 2a. What are they wearing? What are 
they doing? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. Examine Document 2b. What is the name of this building? 

 

 

4. Place an X on Document 1, to mark the location of the building shown in 
Document 2b. 
 

 

5.   Describe the neighborhood you see in Document 2b: the people, the streets, 
and the environment. 
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Documents 3a and 3b: Jaffe, Bernard M. Story Hour in Tompkins Park, [195-?] Brooklyn 
Public Library, Brooklyn Collection. Two photos from a set of five. 
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1. Look at Documents 3a and 3b. Where were these photographs taken? 

 

 

 

 

2. According to the caption for Documents 3a and 3b, what are the people in these 
photographs doing? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. Describe the people that you see in Documents 3a and 3b. List four 
observations: 

•  

•  

•  

•  

 

4. Compare the people in Documents 3a and 3b with the people enjoying the 
library at the same location in Document 2a. How are they the same? How are 
they different? 
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Document 4a:  Residential Security Map. Home Owners' Loan Corporation, 1938. 
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Document 4b: “D8.” Area Description – Security Map of New York City. Home Owners' 
Loan Corporation, 1937. 
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1. Document 4a is a map. What year was it created? 

 

 

2. According to the legend on Document 4a, what does the color red mean?  

 

 

3. This map in Document 4a was created to tell banks which neighborhoods were 
good to invest money in, and which ones were bad. Based on this, which color 
from the legend do you think shows “good” neighborhoods? Which color 
represents “bad” neighborhoods? 
 

 

 

4. The map in Document 4a is often known as a “redlining map”. Why do you think 
it is called this? 
 

 

 

5. Document 4b is a description of area D8 on the map. Place an X on area D8 on 
the map. (Hint: it is the neighborhood we call Bedford-Stuyvesant.) 
 

6.   “Detrimental influences” means bad characteristics of the neighborhood. On 
Document 4b, what detrimental influences are listed for this neighborhood? 
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Document 5: Excerpts, “Brooklyn Community Planning District 3,” Plan for New York City: 
A Proposal. New York City Planning Commission, 1969. 
 
Bedford-Stuyvesant is the heart of the largest ghetto in the nation. It is dilapidated 
housing, shabbily maintained parks, dingy streets, widespread unemployment and high 
crime rates are an indictment of the past and a challenge for today. 
 
Though severely troubled, it is not simply a vast, oppressive slum. There are many streets 
with well-maintained architecturally distinguished houses. A growing number of resident 
black professionals, businessmen and concerned citizens want to help their community, 
not leave it. The community is well organized and politically sophisticated. 
 
Population 
According to the 1960 Census, the population of Bedford-Stuyvesant in 1960 was 72 
percent black, 12 percent Puerto Rican and 16 percent white. 
 
Since then the black component has increased to 76 percent and the Puerto Rican to 15 
percent. Whites now constitute only 10 percent of the population. Most of the whites in 
the area are old; the largest segment of the black population is under 30. 
 
Housing within the district provides a sharp contrast: some is among the worst in the City; 
but in the historic district north and west it is good to excellent. 
 
Education 
In the last two decades 20 new schools have been constructed in this district. Yet there 
is extensive overcrowding, particularly in the intermediate level, and there are more than 
1,000 children who do not receive a full day’s instruction. 
 
Shopping 
The historical center of the community is the intersection of Nostrand and Fulton Street. 
Most residents, however, do their major shopping in downtown Brooklyn, only a few 
minutes away by subway or bus.  
 
The main problem in the district is the lack of convenient clusters of retail shops. There 
are several commercial strips in very poor condition, with a substantial number of 
vacancies. 
 
Residents have complained about relatively high prices charged for low-quality food. 
There are also complaints that stores raise their prices the day welfare checks are 
issued. 
 
Recreation 
Open space is at a premium and recreation facilities are poor.  
 
Health 
Health facilities are inadequate to serve this heavily populated district.  
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1. Read the first paragraph of Document 5. What words are used to describe 
Bedford-Stuyvesant? 
 

 

 

 

2. Compare the words used to describe Bedford-Stuyvesant in Document 5 with 
your observations of the neighborhood from Documents 2a, 2b, 3a, and 3b. 
What similarities or differences do you find? 
 

 

 

 

3. Read the Population section of Document 5. According to this text, who lives in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant? How does this compare to your observations of people in 
the neighborhood in Documents 2a, 2b, 3a, and 3b? 
 

 

 

 

4. What year was Document 5 written? 

 

5.   What do you think happened between the time that Documents 2a, 2b, 3a, 
and 3b were created, and Document 5 was written, to cause the changes you 
have observed? 
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Document 6a (left): “Residents Make A 
Clean Sweep of Nine Blocks.” Daily News. 
16 May, 1968. 
 
Document 6b (below): Operation Clean 
Sweep. Civil Rights in Brooklyn Collection, 
Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn 
Collection. 
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1. Examine the photograph in Document 6b. Describe what you see on the street. 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Document 6a. According to this newspaper article, what did people in the 
neighborhood do? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. What streets are named in Document 6a? Look back at Document 1, and circle 
any of these streets that you find on the atlas page. 
 

4. Describe the changes that you see from Documents 2a, 2b, 3a, and 3c to 
Document 6b.  
 

 

 

 

5. Think about the changes that you have observed in this neighborhood. Why do 
you think they happened? 
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Document 7: “Map 11: Combined distribution by zip code of mortgages issued by the surveyed banks 
during 1975 on properties located in Brooklyn,” Take the Money and Run! Redlining in Brooklyn. New 
York Public Interest Research Group, Inc., 1976. Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Collection. 
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1. Document 7 is a map showing which neighborhoods in Brooklyn were given the 
most mortgages by Brooklyn banks. Bedford-Stuyvesant is numbered 33 on this 
map; find it and place an X on the neighborhood. 
 

2. According to the legend on Document 7, how many mortgages were issues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant in the year 1975? 
 

 

3. Use the legend on Document 7. Which neighborhood received the most 
mortgages? Which neighborhoods received the least? 
 

 

 

 

4. A mortgage is a bank loan of money to help someone buy a home. Banks used 
the map in Document 4a to decide which neighborhoods were good to invest 
mortgages into. 
If the bank will not give very many mortgages to people, what impact do you 
infer this would have on the neighborhood? 
 

 

 

 

 

5. The map in Document 7 was created by a group of student researchers, in 1976. 
Why do you think these students wanted to do research on banks and 
mortgages in Brooklyn? 
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Document 8a: Restoration Building Spruce Up. Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration 
Corporation. No date. Martha Gayle Collection, Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Collection. 
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Document 8b: “Preservation Notes: Bedford Stuyvesant,” AIA Journal, May 1976, p 4. 
Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn Collection. 



Gentrification in Brooklyn Primary Source Packet 
 

 
  

1. Examine Document 8a. What is the name of the organization listed at the top of 
the document? 
 

 

 

 

2. According to Document 8a, what assistance is being provided to homeowners? 
What benefits will they receive? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. Examine Document 8b. What year is this article from? 

 

 

4. According to Document 8b, how many homes in Bedford-Stuyvesant have been 
restored? 

 

 

 

5. According to Document 8b, what organization has made this restoration work 
possible? 

 

 

 



Document 9a: “City to auction 88 
buildings,” NY Daily News, 23 June 1981. 

Document 9b: “Bedford-Stuyvesant / 
They Find Support for Art Center”, New 
York Newsday, 29 July 1986. 

 

                               
 
 
 
Document 9c: “New Shopping Hub: Convenience, Quality, Safety,” Daily News, 11 August 
1975.  
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1. Examine Document 9a. What building on Kosciusko Street is being sold? 

 

 

 

 

2. Look back at Document 1 and find the building on Kosciuzko Street that is being 
sold. Circle it on the atlas page. 
 

 

 

 

 

3. According to Document 9b, someone has purchased this building on Kosciuzko 
Street. What was this building originally created for? What is it going to be used 
for now? 
 

 

 

 

 

4. Documents 9a and 9b show us how Bedford Stuyvesant is changing. According 
to the headline of  Document 9c, what other big change is coming to the 
neighborhood? 
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Document 10: “Housing’s Income Scale Draws Protesters,” New York Newsday, 29 
October 1989.  
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1. Document 10 tells us about the reaction to a new project in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
Read paragraphs one and two: what is being planned for the neighborhood? 
 

 

 

 

2. According to paragraphs one and two of Document 10, why are people in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant protesting this plan? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. Read paragraph three of Document 10. What is Gwendolyn Jacobs worried will 
happen to people who currently live in Bedford-Stuyvesant? 
 

 

 

 

4. Do you think that the plan described in Document 10 is good for the 
neighborhood? Why or why not? Explain your answer. 
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Document 11: “New 
money floods old Bed-
Stuy.” Daily News, 28 April 
2002. 
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1. Document 11 is a newspaper article. What year is it from? 

 

2. Read the first paragraph of Document 11. Where did Sharonnie Perry grow up? 
 

 

 

3. Paragraphs 3 and 4 of Document 11 say: 
Now the long-time African-American neighborhood that Perry, 47, has always 
called home is changing in a way that worries some local people. With demand 
on the rise for classic brownstones and rowhouses in stable neighborhoods, a 
new generation of buyers is discovering Stuyvesant Heights. 
Offers of up to $600,000 for their homes are too much for some old-timers to 
resist, and the result is a steady rise in the neighborhood’s gentrification. 
 
According to this text, what change is happening in the neighborhood? 
 
 
 

 

 

4. Why do you think that people are interested in moving to Bedford-Stuyvesant? 
Think about the material you examined in Documents 8 and 9, and how this may 
contribute to people moving to Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
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Documents 12a and 12b: 
Stand Up Bed Stuy flyers, from 
“Anti-Gentrification Fliers 
Plastered Throughout 
Stuyvesant Heights in Bed 
Stuy,” Brownstoner.com, 11 
June 2015.  
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1. Examine Document 12a. What warning is it giving to residents of Bedford-
Stuyvesant? 
 

 

 

 

2. Document 12b is an example of satire, which uses humor, exaggeration, and 
irony to expose an issue. 
A deed is a document that gives ownership of a house. What does this satirical 
poster say you could receive for selling the deed of a family member? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. Reflect on Document 12a and Document 12b. How does the creator of these 
posters feel about selling property in Bedford-Stuyvesant? Why do you think they 
feel that way? 
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Document 13: An Economic Snapshot of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Neighborhood. Office 
of the State Deputy Comptroller for the City of New York, September 2017.  
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1. Document 13 is a city document summarizing issues in Bedford-Stuyvesant in 
2017. According to the list of Major Findings, how much did the neighborhood 
population grow between 1980 and 2015? 
 

 

 

2. The word disparity means “difference.” According to the list of major findings, 
what is the disparity of income between new residents and long-term residents 
of Bedford-Stuyvesant? 
 

 

 

 

 

3. According to the second paragraph in the right-hand column of Document 13, 
why do people want to move to Bedford-Stuyvesant? 
 

 

 

 

 

4. Read the last paragraph of the right-hand column in Document 13. What has 
gentrification brought to Bedford-Stuyvesant? What impact has this had on long-
term residents? 
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GLOSSARY 
 
Deed: a legal document that is signed and delivered, especially one regarding the 
ownership of property or legal rights. 
 
Disinvestment: the withdrawal or reduction of an investment. 
 
Disparity: a great difference. 
 
Invest: spend money with the expectation of receiving a profit by putting it into financial 
projects, shares, or property, or by using it to develop a commercial business. 
 
Irony: to express something by using language that normally signifies the opposite, 
usually for humorous effect. 
 
Mortgage: a legal agreement by which a bank lends money at interest in exchange for 
taking title (deed) of the debtor's property, with the condition that debtor receives the 
title back upon the payment of the debt. 
 
Redlining: to refuse a loan or insurance to someone because they live in an area that is 
considered a poor financial investment. 
 
Renewal: replacing or repairing something that is worn out, run-down, or broken. 
 
Restore: to bring something back to its original condition. 
 
Satire: the use of humor, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criticize people's 
stupidity or vices, particularly in the context of contemporary politics and other current 
issues. 
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