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1. Historically, what people does Alinsky say have been involved in community organizing? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does Alinsky think it means to be a radical? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Do you think being a radical relates to the work of a community organizer? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who do you think can be a radical? Explain. 
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1. Look at DOCUMENT 2A. What kind of document is it? 

 

 

 

2. Who do you think would be interested in reading DOCUMENT 2A? 

 

 

 

3. Look at DOCUMENT 2B. What is the Citizen’s Union fighting against? 

 

 

 

4. Who do you think would be interested in joining the Citizen’s Union? 

 

 

 

5. Compare DOCUMENT 2A and DOCUMENT 2B. Which group would you be interested in learning 
more about? Why? 
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1. Look carefully at DOCUMENT 3. According to the caption, what are the people in this photo upset 
about? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe the people you see in the photograph. 

 

 

 

 

3. These people are organizing to change something in their community. How have they decided to 
communicate their message? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Do you think that the people in this photograph fit Saul Alinsky’s definition of “radicals” from 
DOCUMENT 1? Why or why not? 
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1. According to DOCUMENT 4A and DOCUMENT 4B, how long has the Association for Improving the 
Condition of the Poor been in existence? 

 

 

 

 

2. According to DOCUMENT 4C, what is the most common cause of poverty? 

 

 

 

 

3. According to DOCUMENT 4C, how do members of the Association work to improve the condition of 
the poor? List three ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. DOCUMENT 4C was written in 1921. How many families had the Association helped the previous 
year? 
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1. According to the first paragraph of DOCUMENT 5A, who is Edna Ferber and what did she say about 
New York City? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why did the author of DOCUMENT 5A think that Edna Ferber said these things about New York 
City? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. DOCUMENT 5B describes how people in Brooklyn worked to fix this problem. What did they do? 

 

 

 

 

4. DOCUMENT 5C explains how the city acted to fix the problem, after citizens showed they wanted a 
solution. What did the city do? 
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1. DOCUMENT 6 is a photograph from the Brooklyn Eagle. Describe what people are doing in this 
photo. 

 

 

 

 

2. According to the caption of DOCUMENT 6, who is Bessie Kirwa and who does she work for? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What organization was responsible for the educational drive about a cleaner community? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What would you do to convince your neighborhood to clean up the streets? 
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1. According to the authors of DOCUMENT 7, why is Brooklyn Heights in crisis? 

 

 

 

 

2. How do the authors of DOCUMENT 7 describe a “free community”? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Slander is defined as “making a false statement that damages someone’s reputation”. The 
Mattachine Society was one of the first gay rights organizations. Who do they accuse of slander? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. In the last paragraph of DOCUMENT 7, who do the members of the Mattachine Society want to 
meet with, and what would they like to talk about? 
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1. According to DOCUMENT 8, what is the Park Slope Community Nursery School? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. According to the second paragraph of DOCUMENT 8, who created the nursery school and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How many children were enrolled in the nursery school at the time this was written? 

 

 

 

 

4. A “cooperative school” is one that is created and run by the parents whose children attend it. 
According to paragraph three of this document, what is the benefit of a cooperative school over a 
private school? 

 

 

 

 



 
 

24 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 25

1. Look at DOCUMENT 9. Why created this flyer? What neighborhood do they live in? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. According to DOCUMENT 9, who should attend the meeting?   

 

 

 

 

3. What are two of the demands listed in DOCUMENT 9? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Teachers did not agree with the demands listed in DOCUMENT 9. Why do you think this was? 
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1. According to DOCUMENT 10, what neighborhood are the Ocean Hill Houses located in? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What did the residents of the Ocean Hill Houses do to stop crime in their area? 

 

 

 

 

3. According to John Koonce, what was the result of their community organizing work to stop crime? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. According to DOCUMENT 10, what was the organization doing to help youngsters? 
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1. According to DOCUMENT 11A, what is the reason for rising prices? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Who created DOCUMENT 11A? Who do you think they hoped would read their flyer? 

 

 

 

 

3. Who created DOCUMENT 11B? What is their message? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What differences do you notice between the way DOCUMENT 11A and DOCUMENT 11B look?  
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1. A rent strike happens when tenants withhold their rent. According to DOCUMENT 12, why did 107 
families declare a rent strike? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. According to DOCUMENT 12, what did these families accuse the Welfare Department of? 

 

 

 

 

3. What streets did the striking families live on? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who organized the tenants to do the rent strike? 
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1. DOCUMENT 13 describes a meeting, the South Brooklyn People’s Agenda. How many community 
residents attended? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. According to DOCUMENT 13, how many demands did the community residents present to their 
local politicians? 

 

 

 

 

3. Name three of the politicians who attended this meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. According to DOCUMENT 13, how many of the politicians stayed for the entire meeting? 
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